[12 Avcust, 1925.]

and we could not ask anyone to do so, in
view of what has transpired. Given good
adwinistration there is a wonderful future
before this country. Our revenue last year
amounted to S§1% millions, avu our railway
results were further evidence of the buoy-
ancy of the country. \When produeing in
& country of distances like ours we must
bhave cheap railway freights or our indus-
tries will be hampered. We can never
have cheap freights and dear ecoal, such
as we now have. I am told that we arc
paying Gs, per ton more for Collie coal
than it is worth, as compared with the
Eastern States coal.

Hon. J. Ewing: That is not so. Who-
ever gave you that information is wrong.
You must attack something.

Hon. J. J. [IOLMES: Why did the ship-
ping people of England put hundreds of
thousands into Collie eoal? Did they do
it for the benefit of Collie? They put it
there to help to secure control of the coal
of Western Australia.

Hon. J. Ewing: They have not obtained
<control,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Yes.

Hon. J. Ewing: You do not know every-
thing.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: This State is pay-
ing Os. per ton more for its coal' than 1t
ought to be paying. The object is to en-
sure that men and bhoys shall receive a
pay they never earn. Having received
that pay they proceed to squander it: Will
the hon. member deny that in Collie there
are three established bookmakers, and that
every pay day the town is radiant with
bookmakers ready to help these half-grown
hoys to spend their money?

Hon. W. I. Kitson: Do vou suggest
they are getfing too mueh?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Yes.
of anything is too much.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Do you suggest they
are all gamblers in Collie?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES :
member go to Collie.

Hon. E. H. Gray: T have been there.
The proportion of gamblers is very small.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The Gavernment

- elaim thev are out to do the right thing
and to tackle all these questions.

Hon, A. J. H. Saw: They will have spin-
ning jennies down there if you give them
alt this information.

Hon. J. J. HOT.MES: I am now showing
what they ought to do, and I shall be

Too much

Let the hon.
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calling round next session to know what
they have done. Reference has been made
to reductions in railway freight. A more
fareical proposal was never put belore
intelligent people. The (Government have
reduced the freight on eigarettes 3s. a ton.
Will any member tell me how much per
cigarette that represents? Absurdities of
that kind bring governmenis into dis-
repute. If they want to foster the agri-
cultural industry let them reduce freights
on cammodities essential to it, and let the
oy who wants to smoke cigarettes pay
the extra As. per ton. [ wish ouce more
to thank the Minister for the North-West
for the generous help he has extended to
that part of the State, and the promises
that I am sure he will fulfil. Apart from
the appalling position of affairs that was
allowed to exist in the cily recently, the
Government have done well. With these
remarks, and reserving to myszelf the right
to freely ecriticise the Government if T so
desire, I support the motion.

On motion by Hon. A. Burvill, debaie
adjourned.

House adjourned at 3.58 p.m,

Legisiative HHssembly,
Wednesday, 12th August, 1985.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)—NORTH-WEST.
Cotton, Ratoon.

Mr. COVERLEY asked the Honorary
Minister (Hon. 8. W. Munsie): Is he

aware that the conditions governing ratoon
cofton are entirely unsuitable to Kimberley
eonditions?
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Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE replied: The only
conditions governing ratoon cotton are in
respect to the approved advance of 3d. a
pound against ratoon seed cotton. The
question of amending these conditions is now
under c¢onsideration.

Tropical Aduiser.

Mr. COVERLEY asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Is it the intention of the
Government to (i)l the vaeant position of
Tropical Adviser for the North-West? 2, If
50, when will applications be called for?

The MINISTER ¥0OR AGRICULTURE
replied: 1, The question of the appeintment
of a tropiecal adviser is at present receiving
consideration. 2, Answered by No. 1.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On motion by My, Richardson, leave of
absence for two weeks granted to Mr.
Teesdale (Roebourne) on the ground of
ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sizth Day.

MR. A. WANSBROUGH (Albany) [4.37] :
I desire to congratulate the Member for For-
rest (Miss Heolman) on her maiden speech
in this House. I also desire to congratulate
Ministers on the suecessful results of their
first year of office. The financial achieve-
ment, I am sure, is most gratifying not only
to hon, members but also to the general pub-
liec. It has been said that there was a small
carry-over from the previous year; but that,
I understand, is both customary and un-
avoidable. On behalf of the Albany people
I wish to express my best thanks to the
Minister for Railways and Justice for hav-
ing purchased Albany woollen materials for
the different departmeats under his control.
Qutside firms, I regret to say, are not giving
the Albany Mills that eredit and that en-
couragement which are due to them. Further,
I have to thank the Minister for Works for
the consideration he has shown in the alloea-
tion of Federal and State road grants in my
clectorate. Thanks are due also to the Min-
ister for Agriculture for the assistance he
has given in the development of experimental
plois in my eleclorate, and T hepe his efforts
in that direction will continue. T regret,
hewever, that the hon, gentlemen has derided
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to go no furtier with the experimental plots
at Marbellup. Thal is a retrograde step,
and the plots are reverting to a state of
pature. A little additional consideration in
that direction would resull in benefit not only
to the district but to the State as a whole.
L.ast evening, during the speeeh of the mem-
ber for l'remantle (Mr. Sleeman), 1 was
pleased to hear the Miinister for Justice in-
terject that it was his intention to atford
Sergeant Anderson an opportunity of re-
butting charges which have been made re-
Hecting on his repufation. 1 am sure that
the news will be welcome to the officer in
question. Turning to the Governor's Speech,
L am pleased to note that a new migration
agreement las been entered into with the
Federal and Imperial Governments, and that
ereater henefits will be derived from that
agreement, the terms being much more ad-
vantageous, To my mind, migration and
land settlement are essential to this yonng
State if. as true Australians, we desire to
build up bere a nation worthy of the British
name. 1 s glad that land settlement con-
tinnes ta advance satisfactorily, and also that
the Minister for Lands is giving close atten-
tton to the light lands problem. T would
suggest to him that east of the Great South-
arn raihgay and south of Katanning there
are hundreds of thousands of acres of light
lands eapable of producing oats, sheep and
catile, and that on the west side, south of
Cranbrook, there are similar acreages avail-
abie for sclection. Further, there is a fine
belt of ccuniry on the Frankland River,
and in my opinion it is a great mistake
that that country was not taken for group
settlement. The groups ceould have been
established on the banks of the river at
much less cost than that involved in the
present groups.

Mr. Malev: The land might have heen
mueh easier te clear.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH : Yes. Tt is open
jarrah country.

Mr. Barnard:
clearing.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: Reforestation
has emerged from the experimental stage,
and T sincerely trust that in connecfion
with it there will be no backward move. T
trust the Forests Department will give due
corsideration to pine plantations in my
clectorate, where there are many thousands
of acres of kanzaroo grass flats which are
quite capable of growing pine. I do not
gather from the Governor’s Speech what are

Perhaps it is nolt worth
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the intentions of the Government in regard
to railway construction. T desire to bring to
the Premier’s notice the long-standing pro-
mise of the construetion of the Denmark-
Nornalup railway, and I hope the hon. gen-
Heman will make an announcement regard-
ing that line. T also hope that the Premier
will agree that the Railway Advisory
Board should inspeet and report upon
the land lordering the Wagin-Bowelling
line and lying bhetween Young's Siding
and Dwellingup, the claims of which
were reeently placed before the Deputy
Premier by a depulation. Further, I
trust the Premier will agree to the obtaining
of a report on the country lying to the north-
east of Albany in the direction of Newde-
gate. Now I come tu the question of a grav-
ing dock for Albany. Like the members for
Frewmaatle and Bunbury, I am hopeful that
something will be done in that direction.
The Government will, I trust, co-operate with
the Federal authorities so that finality may
be reached. I have here a letter addressed by
the Defence Department tv the Federal
Treasurer, under date of the 2d4th June
Inst, which I propose to read to the
House—

With further reference to your letter of 9th
June, 1925, enclosing correspondence received
from Mr. Arthur Wansbrough, Secretary, Albany
Ratepayers’ Citizens and Vigilance Committee,
relative to the establishment of a graving dock
at Albany, I desire to inform you that this depart-
ment ja fully alive to the importance of the S.W.
of Australia as a focal area in the oversea trade
routes. Docking facilities in this locality would,
under war conditions, be of strategic value to the
Royal Australian Navy, but the primary purpose
would necessarily be for the use of commercial
shipping. Consequently, the construction of the
dock cannot be recommended at the present
juncture as an urgent naval necessity entitled
to priority over other measures now under con-
sideration. On the other hand, the provision of
these facilities on the part of some other sutherity
or private party would be enthusiastically wel-
comed. 1 should be glad if, should this suggestion
receive consideration, the Defence Department
could be consulted in due course so that naval re-
quirements might be met as far as practicable in
the proposed equipment.

I hope the [I'remier will zive eonsid-
erafion fo the question. 1 will not zay
that Albany is entitled to a graving doek,
any more than is Bunbury or Fremantle; T
am prej ared to leave that to the Government.
However, io me the delay in this matter has
been too long: it does not reflect eredit on
past Adiinistrafions. I am pleased fo note
tlat during the session we shall be asked to
wive considerafion to many urgent measures,

229

such as ngrienltural water supplies, main
roads, and the marketing of prodaee. All
these matiers are urgent and will have my
foll support, I regret that no mention was
made in the Speech of long service leave for
railway employees, and I trust that before
the sessinn 1s over a measure providing that
relief will lie brought forward. T regret also
that no mention appears in the Speech of
the proposed subdivision of the lands of the
State. During the recess T have travelled
over the whole of my electorate and several
of the adjoining divisions, and have found
hundreds of thousands of acres non-alienated
and simrly providing breeding grounds for
all kinds of pests.

Mr. Tindsay: What do von suggest as a
remedy?

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH : Sobdivision
and closer settlement. Those lands are cap-
able of carrying 10,000 settlers. T refer to
that belt of couniry between Albany and
Newdemate, and Damnosa and Forrestana,
There are there hundreds of thousands of
aeres in a rainfall of from 14 inches up-
wards, and within 200 miles of King George's
Sound, one of the finest harbours in the
world. TIn quality the greater portion of
those lands is equal to anything we have in
the State for wheat, oats, fodder, sheep,
cattle, dairying, and froit. Tt is only becaunse
of our centralisation policy and our apathy
that those lands still lie idle, I hope they
will be uprened up by railway eommunication,
Within the first 90 miles from Albany there
are some 300 seltlers comjelled to cart their
produce 30 or 40 or 30 miles fo the railway.
They have pioncered that country, and it is
about time tkat consideration was given to
them in the way of railway comwmunication.
I have here a § amphlet on the Northern New
States movement. This ramphlet has been
compiled by Dr. Earle Page, M.H.R, and
Messrs. M. F. Hruxner, 1}. H. Drummond,
R. 8. Perdriau, W. Rennett. E. <. Carr, and
I°, Chaffey, Ms.I A and Mr. A. J. Pollack.
I yroyose to read from it as follows:—

INTRODUCTORY.

“The Northern New State movement offers
the most direct method of securing economy in
government, of increasing production, of attracting
pepulation, and at the same time solving its con.
stitutional difficulties by securing to & national
government the control of national resoorces
and placing the control of local resources into
local hands.”
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The most striking feature of Australia to an
intelligent visitor is the immensity of the capital
cities when compared with the population of the
country.

The example of New South Wales caused the
Prince of Wales to exclaim on his recent visit,
“I am amazed that one-hall of the population of
New South Wales is in Sydney.”

In the territory of roughly 3,000,000 square
miles is & population of 5,200,000, and over 2,000,
000 of that population is packed in six capital
cities, leaving barely 3,000,000 to people the re-
mainder of the continent and engage in primary
production.

The conclusion of the war finds Australia con-
fronted with a public debt of £800,000,000, or
about one-half of its estimated wealth. The in-
terest on this approximates £40,000,000, or £3 per
head, or say £32 for a family of four. The taxation
to carry the government expenditure and this
huge interest burden, is stupendous, and it is the
duty of every citizen to demonstrate how it can be
lightened. There are only three ways. Economy
in government, increased production and increased
population.

Economy in government to be of any value
must be something more than a reduction in
departmental expenditure or the dismissal of a
few employees. It must be a real economy, that
will marshall the whole of our resources, eliminate
waste and secure the maximum efficioncy.

Increase in population would have an immediate
effect in lightening the incidence of taxation per
head, If our population is doubled the debt per
head iz automatically halved and the interest
burden is halved too for each individual.

Increased population will also relieve the position,
improve the national credit, and enable a lower
interest rate to be procured.

Governmental Faslure,

How can these desiderata be attained? It is
obvious that the present governmental provisions
do not secure them. The cost of government
soars higher and higher. Immigration is at a
standstill, or if it comes, stays in cities. Primary

roduotion is stationary or retrogressing. On the
Baok of rural Australia the bulk of the taxation
burden has always been placed and rural Australia
realises that it must have control of its own des-
tinies to face these probloms, and it hes come to
the conclusion that the general extension of the
Northern New State movement offers the most
direct method of securing economy in government,
of increasing production, of sttracting population,
and at the same time solving its constitutional
difficulties by securing to a national government
the control of national resources and placing the
control of local resources into local hands.

In Austrelia two special causes of the high coat
of government exist. First, there is a duplice-
tion of State and Federal governmental activities
in many subjects of legislation and administration,
and secondly, inefficient, unintelligent administra-
tion is inovitable owing to the large size of most
of the Australian States. As o result, in the remote

lessened production ensues from failure to
provide proper facilities of transport, etc...a.nd
population of course natm:u.lly follows expenditure
and the facilitiea it provides.

The subdivision of Australia into a greater
number of aslf-governing areas approqmgt?li
equel in size, th and population, will diminis|
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their relative importance to the Commonwealth
and enable a proper differentiation and their res-
pective functions to be made, so abolishing duplica-
tion, and permit attention to the whole area.

The Overgrown City.

In New South Wales, for instance, we have &
territory greater in extent than France or the
German Empire in Europe before the war, with
natural resources equal to if not greater than any
other country of equal extent in the world, yet
nearly half the population is concentrated in one
city, and that, from a productive point of view,
the poorest part of the State. In addition, the
population of this great city is increasing at a rate
vagtly greater than the rest of New South Wales,
It not only absorbs the whole of its natural increase
and a greet part of the natural increase of the
country distriets, but as well absorbs 85 out of
every 100 immigrants who come to this State.
This phenomenon is unique in Australia among
all countries of the world. What is its causet
I'ts cause will be found in the history of Australia
by which unwieldy, unequal and unnatural sub-
divisions were created, and in these subdivisions
the political power of the capital hss unscrupu-
lously manipulated public funds to continually
provide increasingly attractive facilities in the
capital aa compared with the country, and to con-
centrate tho trade of the whole State in the metro-
polis by unnatural railway systema.

An Unnatural Raeslway Sysiem.

Reference is made later to the fact that the
political capital need not necessarily be the com-
mercial capital of a State, but, indeed, it may be
put in stronger terms, ss & principle that in a
country such as this the commercial capital ought
not to be the political capital because where poli-
tical power is combined with commercial suprem.
acy the danger will always be that the political
power may be used to advance the commercisl
intereats of the centrs at the expense of the remain-
der. And that precisely is what has happened
in Syduey. The political power has been un-
scrupulously used to that end. A glance at the
map on page 22, showing as it does the railway
aystem of this State, will in part indicate how thin
was done. Every line of railway has been designed,
not with a view to develop the country, but to
insure that all trade shall go to Sydney, and this
policy has been carried in at least one instance
(that of the Murwillumbah-Tweed Heads connec-
tion, which should have joined the New South
Wales and Queensland systems) to the length of
ignoring the scrap of paper and breaking the
pledged word of the New South Wales Government
to a neighboring State which had honorably per-
formed its part of the contract. Not only were
the railways so designed, but in their administra-
tion they were deliberately used to crush out all
competitors, and by a system of differential rates
trade was diverted from ita natural channels.
Notably is thiz the case in New England, where
rates were deliberately fixed to kill the trade to
the North Coast ports, to which naturslly it be-
longed and where it had always gone in early
times ; and now to prevent the natural flow of
trade, to Southern Queensiand, of whick this ares
is the natural granary; or, again, a5 in tho case
of Newcastle, whose trade was by the same system
diverted to Sydney.
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How Sydney 15 Boomed.

Baot the manipulation of public moneys to con-
struct railways to Sydney is not the only way in
which the artificial growth of that city has been
fostered. Apart from moneys for railways and
properties transferred to the Commonwealth,
the State had borrowed, up to June, 1913, £44,000-
000. Of this, in round numbers, no less & sum
than £29,000,000 has been spent in and around
Sydney for almost purely local purposes (which
Melbourne provides in large part for itself), If
a line is drawn from East to West midway between
the 32nd and 33rd parallels of latitede, New South
Wales is divided into a northern area of 180,000
square miles, and a southern area of 130,000
square miles. In the former or larger portion,the
whale expenditure on railwaye since the beginning
of responsible Government totals £21,000,000,
and in the lesser, which includes Sydney, totals
£60,000,000. Apart from railways the estimated
expenditure on public works in the Northern por-
tion is £5,000,000, and the Southern, atill including
Sydney, £52,000,000, At the same time the North-
ern area, the State statistician tells us, has contri-
buted in the past over two-fifths of the totsl land
revenue of the State, and is at the present time
contributing over one-half. When we look st
these figurce and remember in addition that the
greater part of the revenue from every source from
which the country is being drained is being spent
in Sydney, need we marvel at Sydney’s growth t
And how well the syatem is being sustained ? Even
at the present moment when the ordinary sources
from which money is obtainable by the State are
closed, attempts are being made to commit the
country to a vast expenditure for Sydney works
of a purely local character, works which are not a
necessity even to Sydney, but merely a luxury,
viz., the city underground railway and its co-
rollary, the North Shore Bridge.

How Country Districta Suffer.

Theso figures in themselves, without probing
any deeper, supply a sufficient answer to those
who suggest the present as an inopportune time for
the North to secure control of its own affairs and
if more reasons were needed, the comparison of
the history of Australian Government with that
of other countries will prove conclusively that the
only methed whereby the two vital needs of Aus-
tralia as & whole—increased production and in-
creased population— can be supplied, consists in
the general movement for subdivision into work-
able areas, of which this Northern movement is
the logical expression. This lavish pouring out of
moneys, of which the State and the State's re-
gources are drained, amply explains why 83 out of
every 100 immigrants, whose passages the country
genetally has paid, prefer to remain in Sydpey
where employment with bhigh wages abounds,
where all the delights and pleasures and comforta
that the whole resources of the State can supply are
found. And while the artificial pragress of Sydney
is thus being maintained, need we wonder at the
general discontent which prevails thoughout the
State ¥ In every country district it is the same.
By bitter experience, the conviction is forced on
all alike, that the country is bled that Sydrey may
fiourish ; stock may starve because trucks cannot
be provided to carry them fodder ; but £10,500,000
can be provided during war time to improve
Sydney's local services. And so it goes on.
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The Only Remedy.

Remediea are suggested. We hear of Country

Partics, decentralisation, ete. Such expedienta
are foredoomed to failure because they are funda.
meetally wrong. They do not strike at the root
of the tronble, the dominance of the capital. We
cannot have a snccesaful Country Party because the
country is split into other parties which control
the political machine, whilst Sydney interesta all
the time dominate the whole. The attitude of
Sydrney towards decentralication is well shown by
the evidence given befors the Decentralisation
Commission by the then Chairman of the Sydney
Chamber of Commerce in 1912, He was oppossd
to opening pew ports as they would injure the
trade and business of Sydney. As to decentralisa-
tion generally, he frankly said it was & mere poli-
ticians’ cry, raised as a political expedient. What,
then, is the remedy ? Can it be doubted that it
lies in subdivisions and self-government, looal con-
trol of local rescurces and development? That
this is s0 and the time ripe for it will convincingly
be shown in the following pages, in which an
attempt i made to collect some of the startling
facts and deductions which point unerringly to
auch coneclugion.
That artiele well deseribes the position in
New South Wales, but similar conditions
also prevail in Western Australia. Qur
railways and roadways all lead to the ecity
as do those in New South Wales. Rail-
way tates, too, though disguised to eonceal
the faet, bear in the same manner as do
those in New South Wales.  Queensland
lLas found a remedy in opening up all
her ports aud building railways running
at right angles to the coastline, thus pro-
viding shorter routes and cheap rates.

Mr. Lindsay: That was done hefore the
Labour {iovernment took office there.

Mr, A, WAXNSBROUGII: Not at all. [
hope the Labhour Governnient in this Stale
will follow Queensland’s example,

The Minister for Railways: Our railways
conneet up the ports.

AMr. A WANSBROUGH: Kut they have
been built to divert trade from ifs natural
ports. The Wagin-Bowelling line of 73
miles was built to divert trade from the
Albany zone.

Mr. Stubbs: No, it was buili to open up
a hig tract of country.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: The receipts
from that line to-day do not pav for axle
grease.

Mr, Stubbs: That is not correct.

Mre. A, WAXNSBROUGH: 1 can prove
it. The State built that 73 miles of line
to reduce freights by 17 miles.

Mr. Stubbs: It is carrying wheat from
Lake Grace to Bunbury.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: Of course.
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Mr. Stobks: That is the nearer port.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: It was merely
a diversion of trade, I should like to quots
further from this pamphlet, as follows:—

A comperison of the various reilway eystems
of the Eastern Australian States furnishes at once
the reason for their capital’'s abnermal growth.

Victoria has 4,380 miles completed or under
construction, al! converging in Melbourne, which
consequently holds 46 per cent, of the population.
Despite their difference in gize the railway milssge
is practically the smme as New South Wales,

In New South Wales, at June 30, 1920, with
three-and-a-half times the ares, there were opened
for traffiec 5,015 miles of railway, while 622 miles
were under construction, a total of 5,637 milea of
line, and practically all converging on one port.
Sydney, as the Covernment Statigtician, in his
opening remarke of his 1820 Year Book, says:
Sydney has 40 per cent. of the population of the
Btate.

In the same time, Queensland, eight times as
big aa Victoria, had only opened for traffic 6,612
miles of railway, 693 miles were under construction,
and & length of 1,227 miles had been authorised
by Parlinment; in ail, 7,532 miles. In addition,
400 miles of private and municipally-owned lines
were open for traffic.

Queensland’s Decentralisation System.

Because Queensland’s system, however, gives
access to no less than eight ports (the lines being
-buils at right angles to the coast and into the heart
of the country, with the object of providing as
cheap and direct & route as possible for the products
of the interior), Brisbane has 20 per cent. of
the population of the State. How this system
contrasts with the New Scuth Wales railway policy,
by which the origin and terminus of all lines, no
matter how long and costly the journey or how
circuitous the route, is the one and only port of
Sydney! True, the Northern and North-western
systems touch at Newcastle; but even here a
system of differential rates, diguised in the form of
& gradual but substantisl decrease in freights
according fo the mileage travelled, operates in the
direction of drawing the trade of the extreme
North and North-weat past Newcastle to Sydney

Mr, Sampson: I am told that the popu-

lation of Brisbane has doubled in the last
15 years.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: T am quoting
from a recent report. That extraet shows
that New South Wales has 47 per cent.
and Vietoria 46 per cent. of its population
in tle capital city. In Western Australia
48.2 per cent. of the whole population is in
the ecapital eity, while the mileage of rail-
ways, not including the Midland line, is 3,620.
Last week T asked the Minister for Railways
the following question:—

1, Do the Government intend to review the
differential rate system now applying over our
State railways on primary products grown within
the State for overcea * 2, If 8o, will each sea-
port receive ite geographical trade ?
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The reply was not guite what 1 expected,
but it was somewhere near the mark. The
Minister for Railways replied :—

1, No differential trade system of any sort is in

existence on the Government railways, but if the
hon. member refers to the carriage of primery
producta for overseas to other than the nearest
port, the reply is that this question has been under
consideration with a view to applying higher
freight charges to such traffic than those applying
when consigned to the nearest port. 2, Further
consideration will be given thia matter when the
next revision of rates is being dealt with.
When the rate book is sludied, as I have
studied it for the last 30 years, it reveals
some astounding facts. For the edification of
members representing the prinary produe-
ers, 1 shall gquote instances to show how the
rates apply. Before doing so, let we refer
to the statement made last night by the mein-
ber {or Pingelly (Mr. Brown) that very little
wheat was grown in the Albany zone. That
is incorreet. About 500,000 bags of wheat
was produced in the Albany zone last year,
and more will be produced this year.

Mr. Latham: Most of that was required at
the Katanning mill.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: Approximately
100,000 bags a year goes to the Katanning
mill. Let me quote the rates applying to the
three different ports, Fremantle, Albany and
Bunbury, The mileage from Ongeruyp, which
is in the Albany zone, to Fremantle, is 323,
and the rate per ton of wheat is 20s. 3d. The
mileage fron Ongerup to Bunbury is 244,

and the rate is 153. 8d. per ton.
From Ongerup to Albany is 147 miles
and the rate is 12s. G6d. per ton.
Pingrup is also in the Albany zore. To

Fremantie the distance is 296 miles and the
freight 19s. To Bunbury it is 217 miles and
the freight is 14s. 8. and to Albany, 173
miles, and the freight 13s. 4d. It will be
noticed by these fignres. for whieh I voueh,
that it costs the producer at Ongerup Ts. 9d.
per ton to ship his wheat via Fremantle
mure than it does to send from Albany., 1f
the producer shipped from Bunbury it would
cost lum 4s. 7d. more than Ajbany.

Mr. Stubbs: Why do they nat ship from

Albany?

Me. A, WANSBROUGH: I cannot ex-
plain that. There is one of those little rinms
at work.  From Oagerup it is 106 miles

nearer to Bunbury than it is to Fremantle,
207 miles nearver te Albany than it is to
Fremantle, and Albany is 120 miles nearer
than it is to Tonhury. Pingrup is 79 miles
nearer to Bunbury than Fremantle and 120
miles nearer to Albany than Fremantle, and
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Albany is 41 miles nearer than is Buabury.
Last year the production from the zome,
which did not include Lake Grace, was a
little over 307,000 bags. Of this 100,000
bags were put in to the Iatanning mill and
63,000 were shipped via Albany. I thank
the member for Katanning (Mr. Thomson)
for the assistance he gave me on that ocea-
sion. With regard to the gristing of flour,
the Katanning mill takes approximately
100,000 bags a year. The mileage from
Katanning to Fremantle is 236 miles and the
rate aplying is 15s. 4d. per ton. To Bun-
bury it is 156 miles and the rate is 12s. 10d.,
and to Albany it js 116 miles and the freight
is 11s. ¥d. Bunbury is 80 miles nearer than
Fremantle and there is a saving of 2s. 6d.
per ton. Albany is 120 miles necarer and the
saving is 3s. 94., and Albany is 40 miles
nearer thon Bunbury and the saving is 1s.
3d. For the first 116 miles the rate is 1ls.
7d. per ton, but for the additional 120 miles
to Mremantle it is 3s, 9d. per ton. Yet there
is said to be no differential rate applying in
this .State. No wheat and no grist have
been shipped at Albany for the past six
vears, with the exception of the small con-
signment I have mentioned. Wheat- has been
bauled to other ports at the expense of the
producer. If it costs an extra 7s. to rail to
Fremantle, the producer is losing that
amonnt. The same thing applies in 3 lesser
degree to Bunbury.

Mr. Stubbs: Are the handling facilities
good at Albany?

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: They are equal
to any port in the State,

Mr. Lindsay: Why does the producer elect
to pay the higher freight to Fremantle?

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH : He has to do it
under the system existing to-day.

Mr. Lindsay: Are there no ships calling at
Albany to take the produce away?

Mr. A, WANSBROUGIH: 11We have the
ships caliing daily asking for loading, and
vet the freight has been taken past the port
of Albany and sent to another. I do mot
complain about Bunbury or Fremantle re-
ceiving their natural duves, but we should not
have rates differentiated in the direction 1
have indicated.

Mr, Lindsay: Does this not apply all over
Australia?

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: 1 suppose so,
but 1 want members opposite to wake up to
what they are paying. The expenses en-
tailed upon the producer are very consider-
able. I wish to quote the mileages and rates
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to show the detrimental effect the differential
rate system appertaining on our railways
has upon the State finances and the primary
producers, for the purpose of bolstering up
centralisation and vested interests. Although
I sit as a Labour member, the greafer part
of my eleciors are farmers and 1 have to do
Justice to them.

Mr. Lindsay: They are the backbone of
the country.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: Let me in-
stance small truck loads or small consign-
ments. A merchant at Albany can buy at
(irassmere, nine miles from that port, a 5-ton
truck of jotatces. The freight on that truck
would be equal to 2s. 6d. per ton and the
actual freight on the 5 tons would be 12s. 6d.
1f a greengrocer went out to Grassmere and
bought 2 tons of potatoes he would have to
load the potatoes info a truck and pay freight
at the rate of 4s. 2d. per ton plus 4s. hand-
ling charges.

Mr. Lindsay: Because he bas not a full
truck lot. )

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: Yes, and the
freight be would bave to pay would be 10s.
4d. on the 2 tons.

Mr. Lindsay: That applies to everything
all over the State.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: Yes, it is the
differential rate system that is at fanlt. I
agree that the Commissioner should receive
handling charges, but why should he charge
so much more upon a couple of tons of pota-
toes than he charges a man who takes a 5-
ton lot? The man who buys a 5-ton truck
saves 3s. 10d. per ton as against the man
who buys a 2-ton lot. Now we come to the
livestock rates. I think this will tickle the
fancy of members opposite. Say a farmer
buys a pig at Beverley from a farmer at
Narrikup. The distance is 214 miles. A pig
in a erate weighs 260 Ibs. the rate is 2l4d.
per mile with a minimum of £2 4s. It costs
to take that pig from one place fo the other
£2 7s. with the addition of 3s. for freight
on the crate. If a butcher at Beverley bought
12 sheep or 12 calves of pics be would apply
for a truck which might have to be hauled
120 wmiles in order to supply tlic order. The
freight on the 12 animais wounld be only £2
4s.; therefore, the truek loi costs less than
one jig in a crate.

Mr. Lindsay: The idea is to bave a lot of
pigs.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: Yes, the big
man gets the benefit all the time. Let me
take another example. Paterson & Soms of
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Torbay have a bacon factory and buy all
the pigs in the distriet and turn them into
bacon. To show how this rate affects the
small man I will give another illustration.
Paterson’s buy one pig from a farmer at
Kronkup siding, two miles away. The pig
weighs 260 1bs, including the crate,
and the freight is 7s. 6d. They may then
by from another farmer at Horton’s siding
three miles away, and the freight is the same,
just as would be the case if the pig were
booght from Bornholm siding, five miles
away. So it goes on until the distance of 35
miles is reached. The big men can buy 15
pigs at any siding within 30 miles and pay
only 16s. 8d. on a half-trueck.  Again, the
department may hanl an empty truck per-
haps 100 miles in order to supply the order.
The man who buys three pigs has to pay
225, Gd. for 5 miles.

Hon. Sir James Mitcheil: The Govern-
ment have been in office 18 months; why have
they not attended to that?

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: T do not blame
the Minister for Railways. The man who can
buy in half-truck lots pays oniy 16s. 8d. for
30 miles of transport. Now let me take full

truck lots. Two farmers, say, at Cranbrook,

have four bullocks each and want to send
them to the Midland saleyards. They have to
order half a truck each and the freight om
the two half-trucks is £5 3s. 8., or a total of
£10 7s. 4d. The Commissioner reserves the
right to supply only cne truck for the two
orders.” If a butcher went to Cranbrook and
bought eight bullocks and fransported them
to Midland Junction his freight would be
only £7 15s5. 6d. Why is there this difference
of £2 11s.1¢d.%

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Ask the Min-
ister.

Mr. Withers: It is the advantage of the
Coalition.

Mr. AL WANSBROUGH: It is the ad-
vantage of the differential system.

The Minister for Railways: It is lack of
co-operation between the two people con-
cerned.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH : The officers of
the department would be therc to see that
the two men did not use the one truck,

The Minister for Railways: No fear!

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: Otherwise it
would be done over and over again. The
officers have to look after their jobs. It is
gratifying to know that our railway system
is paying its way. Much hus been said te
the credit of the Commissioner, but not much
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eredit has been given to the rank and file,
who deserve it. Much has also been said in
support of the appointment of the railway
commercial traveller. I do not know the
gentleman in question, but I fail to see how
that appoiniee can make govd. Take the
rate book and the regulations. How is that
man going to work? He is tied hand and
foot by red tape, and cannot get away from
it. There have been too many appointments
of this pature during the last few years.

The Minister for Railway:: He can get
away from it all right.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: He has no
right to get away from it

The Minister for Railwaysz: Ohb, yes.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: He must be

bound by the rates and regulations. Why
should he be given a free hand and a free
leg?

The Minister for Railways:
can report to the Commissioner.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: That would
mean reflecting upon the other officers.

The Minister for Railwavs: No.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: Tt certainly
would,

The Minister for Railways: The Commis-
gioner has no time to be running all over the
place seeing to these things for himself.

Mr. A. WANSBROUUGH: I know that,
but after a long experience T say that the
appointment does not reflect npon the pre-
sent officers or the capacity of the adminis-
trative staff. We have tratfic inspeetors, dis-
triet superintendents, transport officers, sta-
tion masters, and foremen and now, after all
these years, we are appoiniing a man as a
commercial traveller. If the officers are not
capable of carrying out their duties, it is time
we had a good clean up.

The Minister for Railways: They have
their own work to do all the time.

Mr. A, WANBBROUGH: That is so.

The Minister for Railways: And they are
pretty busy, too.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: These officers
are tied down by the rates and regulations
and cannot gef away from tkem. The Com-
missioner and T are the best of friends and
I have nothing to say against him, but I do
hold that these appointment: are of no use
to the eountry.

The Minister for Railways:
sults for them.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: T hope the Min-
ister is right.

No fear, he

We see re-
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Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Do net attack
the Minister any more; he has had enough!

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: I am not at-
tacking the Minister,

Mr. Lindsay: He deserves it.

Mr. A. WANSBROUGH: I hope the
Minister will be canny in regard to future
appointments of this kind.

The Minister for Railways:
right.

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH: 1 now wish to
refer to the writing down of the Agrieul-
taral Bank debt. During my many trips in
the eountry I have come acruss several aban-
doned holdings. Upon inquiries I found that
the holdings eould have been reinbabited had
the inspector in charge of the district been
given more latfitude.

The Minister for Railways: Then he is
tied np by red tape, too?

Mr. A, WANSBROUGH : Yes, he is;
there is no doubt about it. While we have
regulations and red tape the officers cannot
get away from il. However, these hold-
ings are returning to nature and the dis-
trict is retrogressing. I found that many
of the people there were unable to meef
their obligations. I do not blame the
settlers themselves, but blame the officers
of the past, men of inexperience, who
recommended loans up to £2,000 to enable
people to go into country that had not
been cleared or even pioneered. I know
of one instance where in 1911 land was
classified as first class and selected at 18s.
an acre. Money was advanced up to £2,000,
but in 1920 a reclassification of that
particular land resnlted in its being
pronounced third «lass at 3s. per acre,
While that reduction took place no writ-
ing down of oprineipal followed. Tn
one or t{wo instances setflers have ex-
pended their own eapital on their holdings
and one man spent up to £7,000. Yet to-
day the officials take that man by the
shoulders and put him out. Men who
pioneered the country in 1910 and 1911
are entitled to better consideration than
they are reeeiving to-day. If the Premier
would like to have names and particulars
I am prepared to place the full facts be-
fore him and I hope that should he go into
it he will see that a little consideration is
given to these men.

Canny, all

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) ([5.33] : The
practice of speaking on the Address-in-
reply debate is a very old custom and it is
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one that we would regret fo see dis-
continued. The opportunity afforded mem-
bers is of distinet value. Very often, I
know, the debate and the time occupied
by the speeches of members is severely
eriticised by various people as being a
waste of titne and money. Nevertheless it
is an obligation upon members of Parlia-
ment to deal with various matters that
cannot be properly discussed under any
other beading. I recognise that in putting
forward one's views on so many subjects
is not always easy. Rossell Lowell wrote—

Our whitest pearl we never find ;

Our ripeat fruit we never reach ;

The flowering moments of the mind

Drop half their petals in our speech.
I am sure we all regret the absence of
yourself, Alr. Speaker, from your seat
on the floor of the House, particularly
during the Address-in-reply debate. Those
“flowering moments of the mind” never, in
your speeches, so far as my knowledge
goes, “dropped half their petals” in your
words. Members have on all occasions
experienced great enjoyment in listening
to the eloquent words falling from your
lips.

Mr. Chesson: You must be expecting a
lot of latitnde this session.

Mr. SAMPSON: Still, halting or flow-
ing, stammering or elogueni, the ground-
lings of our elocutionary school must do
our best,

Mr. Chessen: \What are you leading up
to?

Mr. SAMPSON: When the member for
Cue (Mr. Chesson) proceeds with his
speech, [ shall readily be prepared to take
a back seat. There are many subjects
covered irr the Governor’s Speech that call
for comment, and one to which I think
reference may properly he made is the
Premier’s visit to the Qld Country. I re-
gard it as a very proper custom that on
the aceession to office of any Premier, no
matter to what party he belongs, he should
visit the Old Land. It is a great privilege
to do that, and no one, I am sure, would
be more appreciative of the opportunities
thos presented than the Premier. We were
all delighted to welcome him back again,
and, alihough he did not bring back as
much as we hoped, there were promises
made that possibly may develop into
actnalities. We are able to endorse the
statements made that to borrow money at
a time when the money market was not
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favourable, would be an unwise procedure.
The new migration agreement has been re-
ferred to, and the fact that improved
arrangements have been made is a matter
for general congratulation. Every person
within the confines of the State as well as
of the Commonwealth is indebted to this
great scheme. I have never hesitated fo
say that while there may be mistakes in
administration, the great idea at the back
of tle group scttlement scheme is one that
must ultimately and, T hope in the not
distant future, redound to the advantage
of us all. With others, ineluding, T beliave,
a great majority of the people, I deeply
regret the attilude of the Royal Commis-
ston in their report upon the group settle-
ment seheme.  The Commissioners admit
that the scheme is a complete departure
from land settlement under Agricultural
Bank conditions, 1t was essential that it
should Le so. PPast experience has shown
that the reitlement of the South-West
offers special difficulties and it was only
the establishment of a new scheme in whieh
there should Le freedom of action un-
trammelled by precedent, that was ealeu-
lated to lead to success. Under the
scheme, according to the report of the
Royal Commission, “the group settler is
denied the right to seleet his land or even
choose his locality.” There are many
statements in the report of the Royal Com-
mission that ean be criticised very
properly, and that is one of them. Ilow
a group setiler could be expected fo
properly select his land or even choose the
locality is difficult for me to say. Group
settlers come in most instances from over-
seas.

Mr. A. Wansbrough : The places are
selected by the departmental officials and
then drawn for,

Mr, SAMPSON : If the hon. member
studies the report he will find that the
Royal Commissioners say that the setilers
have “no opportunity of exerecising initia-
tive.” He will read that the settler is
“apt to set his pace by that of his neigh-
bour, realising that only one-twentieth of
any extra effort directly benefits himseif.”
He will also find that it is stated that the
settler “is trying out the land at the risk
of others,” and that the setiler “may
leave the group at any time with only
trifling loss to himself.” The Commission
evidenily overlooked the fact that thaose
on the group were paid sustenance that
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represented about two-thirds of the amount
usually paid for this class of work. Con-
sequeuntly, in carrying out the operations
at that rate of remuneration, it must be
admitted that those settlers saw that in
this work they were aequiring the land for
themselves. That instances are to be
found where men or families have mnot
talken advantage of the opportunities
should form no ground for the general
condemnation contained in the report.
The Commissioners also state that ‘it
would appear that the ecapacity of the
settler, under the group scheme, has been
greatly over-estimated.” That is an un-
warranted likel on these people. 1 have
met men and women on the groups, and in
most instances T contend they are capable
men and women. They do not elaim to
be supermen and women, but they have
energy, industry and capacity. The Com-
mission also state that “the scheme as
applied to migrants, was launched without
proper preparation” The whole thing,
according to the Commissioners, is sur-
rounded by gloom, lack of organisation,
and so on. The Commissioners also say
that the agreement “bears the impress of
undue haste.” That refers to the agree-
ment between the Siate, Commonwealth
and Tmperial Governments., We remember
the remarks made 'hy the Minister for
Lands and we know the impression our
people have made. Then we are told by
the Commission that “too much has been
attempted in too short a time.” That is a
stageering indictment.

Mr, Lindsay: The evidence shows it, and
that 15 what the report is founded on.

Mr. SAMPSON: The hon. member will
be sorry in future years that he ever
attached his name to the report. He will
he ashamed of being one of those who cast
doubt on this very definite and magnificent
attempt to populate the South-West. Does
the hon. member realise the years that
have passed since the counfry was firsn
seltled by white people, and the very small
advance that had been made in the Sout -
West? Has he gone through the couniry
with his eyes open?

Mr. Lindsay: Have you read the evidence?

Mr, SAMPSON: Is it necessary to roid
the evidence? T liope I shall never read all
of it. To do so would he to surround my-
self with an atmosphere of poison gas.

Mr. Tindsay: Do you understand fhat
the evidence is not given by the membary



{12 Avgust, 1925.]

of the Commission, and that the group
seitlement ofliciuls prepared the evidence?

Mr., BAMPSON: | bave a good deal of
respecl fur the wewmber for Toudyay {My,
Lindsay) but 1 positively doubt his judg-
went, particnlarly seeing that he bLas
signed this report.

The Minister for Agriculture: Has he not
more experience than you; has he not more
kuowledge 7

Mr. SAMPSON: The Minister will surely
oot identify himself with this pessimistic re-
port. 1 bave been through the groups and
have talked to the men and women there.
The Minister for Agriculture, than whom
there is no vne more anxious to see the Sounth-
West developed, surely believes with me that
group settlenient is justified.

Mr. Lindsay: Why not quote the evidence
and then show that the report is wrong?

Mr. SAMPSON: The statement has been
made that too mueh had been attempted in
too short a time. But let me ask for how
many years the land in the South-West has
remained dormant. And let me remind
members that we are importing most of
our dairy products from the Eastern States.
The report goes on to refer to the fact that
at the start the groups were composed of
settlers drawn from the agriculiural indus-
tries and from amongst those who desired to
become farmers and that it was reasonable
to expect that those people would have done
their utmost to establish themselves, 1 can
recall that only a few hours since the mem-
ber for Toodyasy (Mr. Lindsay) interjected
tbat had he gone on the groups he would
have been travelling the country with his
swag on his back.

Mr. Lindsay: I did not say anything of
the kind. The Leader of the Opposition re-
marked that I eould not earn 7s. a day and
I replied ihat if I eould not T would carry
my swag.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I said nothing
of the sort.

Mr. SAMPSON: Tt was elear to my mind
that the memher for Toodyay said that had
he gone on the groups he would have been
carrying his swag in place of oceupying a
position of comparative comfort.

Mr. Lindsay: I have adready denied that
statement and it is not right that voun should
repeat it.

Mr. SPEAKER: The member for Swan
must accept the assurance given.

Mr. SAMPSON : Certainly. I am glad to
have the assurance that he did not say what
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I attributed to him. We are told further
that the settlers’ outlook is a wages one only
and that therefore they have no interest in
heeping down costs. I question the senti-
ment af the back of a statement such as that.
1 question seriously whether the wages men
are generally imbued with what 15 suggested
in that senfence. The settlers’ interests are
those of men who later on will secure pos-
session of blocks and work them for the
benefit of themselves and their families.
That paragraph in the report is a
gratuitous insult to those termed wages
men. We are told forther that the wives
of tle migrants may ultimately force the
settlers off the land. My experience of the
women on those groups prompts my sincere
admiration. They are earnest and hard
working, ever anxious, ready and willing,
and are giving their busbands in a great
wajority of cases their utmost support.
Then the report goes on that a large number
of the settlers are taking no interest in their
holdings.  According to the report these
dreadful people seem to have lost all sense
of deceney. The Commisssion tells us that
the settlers are apparently disineclined to
work for more than eight hours for which
they receive sustenance payment. Does that
paragraph refer to the majority of the
seitlers, or only to some of the settlers? I
think we ecan accept it as indicating the
group settlers as a body. Then, further, we
are told that the evidence shows gross mis-
management with regard ic the methods of
clearing.

Mr. Lindsay: Does not the evidence show
that?

Mr. SAMPSON: The report altogether is
an unfortunaie one. There is bardly a
glimmer of hope thronghout this massive
work; fthe printing of which 1 find cost ap-
proximately £310. The member for Tocdyay
has asked me whether I have read the evi-
dence. T think we mizht jointly and sever-
slly offer a prize to anyone who will go
through such a mass of evidence.

Mr. Lindsay: Then you agree that you
have not read the evidence, and you con-
demn the Commission's report.

Mr. SAMPSON: I regret that such a
pessimistic report should ever have been
published. There is not a ray of light to
illumine the darkness of the report. There
is not even an attempt at faint praise.
Everything is gloomy and black and appar-
ently the whole position is hopeless.
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The Premier: The Commission say they
reported on the evidence.

Mr. Lindsay: It was open for anyone to
give cvidence,

Mr. J. H. Smith: None of the old settlers
gave evidence.

Mr. Lindsay: They did.
read the report.

Mr. J. H. Smith: I have read every line
of it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
tions must cease.

Ar. SAMPSON: Perhaps it was a coinci-
dence that the newspaper report gave a
snmwmary of what the official document would
contain.

The Minister for Agriculture: The South-
West conference was substantially correct,

Mr. J. H. Smith: Absolutely wrong.

Mr, SAMPSON: There are certain re-
commendations attached to this remarkable
report. One is that in view of the large
amount of State funds involved, group
settlement be suspended until it has been de-
termined that the group settler is able to
pay interest on the advances required to es-
tablish him. Suppaose the Premier were ¢com-
pelled to adopt the recommendations of the
Commission. 'Would there not be other pos-
sible results to be considered? Are not
enormous henefits going to be secured from
this scheme when it reaches a degree of ma-
turity. The Leader of the Opposition said
he would like to have seen the members of
the Commission deing the work that some
of the group members had done during the
last few years in the South-West and Mr.
l.indsay added that he would still be
carrying his swag.

Mr, SPEAKER: The hon. member must
not refer to another hon. member by name.

Mr. SAMPSON: I apologise. I doubt
whether the hon. member would still he
carrying his swag. In my opinion he would
have made a success of anything he might
have undertaken down there. It is a pity
that he did not take up an area in that dis-
trict. Had he done so I am convinced that
we would not have been able to point te him
as an example that others might have pro-
fitahly followed.

Ar. Lindsay: The Leader of the Opposi-
tion said that members of the Commission
eonld not have done as much as those on the
oroups.

Hon. 8ir James Mitchell: Nothing of the
sort. T =aid that T would have liked to see
yon worlki-o down there.

You have not

The interjee-
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Mr. SAMPSON : The report contains
another recommendation, and I must
acknowledge that many people will sup-
port it. Members will recall an informa-
tive address delivered by the Minister
for Lands in connection with group
seftlement. On more than one occasion
he stated that the piece work system
was that whiech should be adopted. I
know that that viewpoint is not always
adopted by the party to which the Minister
for Lands belongs, but there ure many in the
State who favour its general adoption where
possible. The report recommends that the
whole work of preparing furms be com-
pleted by piece work. [ cungratulate the
Commissioners on including that para-
graph.

Mr. Sleeman:
them after all.

Mr. Lindsay: That suggestion was made,
becanse the evidence justified il. Why not
quote the evidence?

The Premicr: Piece work has been in
vogue for many months,

Mr. SAMPSON: The hou. member would
suggest that any developmeni oulside the
wheat area is not justified.

Mr. Lindsay: Is that in the reportd

Mr. SPEAKER: I ask the member for
Toodyay not to interrupt.

Mr. SAMPSON: The meuher for Tood-
yay knows that man does not live by bread
alone. We eannot rely on the wheat belt
entirely. We must produce our dairy
requirements. This scheme will enable
that to he done. Every citizen of the
State is concerned in the ultimate suceess
of the seheme. You, Mr. Speaker, and I
equally, and every other member of this
legislature and every other person in the
State, are interested. Those who say they
believe in the scheme Lknow that if it
is not the full suecess that it is hoped and
expected to be, they will in nart have to pay
the loss arising. I am delighted to know that
the migration activities are to eontinue. I
am sure the Minister for Lands and the
Leader of the Government realise that ex-
cessive imports represent an unsafe poliey.
‘We want to see the country vopulated, be-
cause we know that under present conditions
the great empty spaces of Western Australia
are a constant menace to the State and to the
Commonwealth. Before leaving the sohject
of migration and group settlement, T desire
to refer briefly to the trouble that occurred
some years ago as to land sales at Gosnells.

There is some good in
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In that connection there is a large area of
land which has never been disposed of. Some
of the land sold was partly paid for, but
in sume inslanees, il bas been siaied, no vredit
was given for amounts paid. So a difficult
position was created as 1o the titles which
some purchasers are now anxivus to secure.
I would suggesi to the Minister for Lands
that consideration be given to the matter. I
have good reason for saying that the land
in question can be purchased at a remark-
ably low figure. It seems to me that a
group settlement eould be well established
at Gosnells, which is handy to Perth, The
seftlers would have some sort of a market
immediately.

Mr. Panton: What would thev grow?

Mr. SAMPSON: Citrus and stone frnits,
and vegetables.

Mr. Panton: Vegetables! 'The grower of
vegetables now eannot get a crust.

Mr. SAMPSON: I think the suggestion
worth leoking into, though T know that the
lot of the vegetable grower is a diffieult one.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Wiat is the area of
land available?

Mr. SAMPSON: Three ur four thousand
acres. 1 believe the suggestion to be prae-
ticable. If, on examination, such is found
to be the case, I hope a group setflement
will be established in the Gosnells district. A
matter associated with the South-West is the
South-West Co-operative Dairy Products
Ltd., that being the new name of the
Bunhury Co-operative Butter Co., Ltd. The
eompany IS a very |rogressive concern in-
deed, and proves not only that co-ojerative
companies can achieve a large measure of
success but that the South-West is eminently
adapted for the produetion of the pastures
which are essential in dairying. The
eompany’s report for the last six months
shows a profit, after providinz for deprecia-
tion, of £2,414. The turnover for the six
months amounted to £35,326. For the 12
months the turnover was £66,470, represent-
ing an inerease on the previous 12 months of
£3,177. 1 would not have referred to this re-
port but for the faet that the member for
Bunbury (Mr. Withers) has already spoken.
The time at thai hon. member’s disposal on
the day of the opening of Darliament was,
however, very limited. I would not like it to
appear that I am trespassing on his pre-
gerve.

Mr. Sleeman: Ts there no imported butter
in that quantity?
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Mr. SAMPSON: No. The company buys
butter fat from all the surrounding districts.

Mr, Sleeman: And imports it akso,

Mr. SAMPSON: I am endeavouring to
deal with the matter in a serious way. I
am not referring to a Fremantle question,
but to the outstanding success achieved by
this company. The quantity of crcam re-
ceived during the period of six months was
371 tons, for which the sum of £23,199 was
paid, an average of 1s. 3.4d. per 1b. of butter
fat; 197 tons of butier was meaufactured, as
compared with 162 tons for the correspond-
ing period of the previous year. The posi-
tion is a most satisfactory one; and while it
goes far to show what ean be done in this
area under proper management, it also indi-
cates the qualifications of those who are at
the head of the company’s affairs.

Mr. Withers: More could be done if we
had cheaper power.

Mr. SAMPSON: Certainly. That perhaps
is & matter which the member for Collie
{Mr. Wilsgn) will deal with. TUndoubtedly,
cheap power is required in Bunbury.

Mr. Taylor: You will bave to get cheap
coal before you can get cheap power.

Mr. SAMPSON : The chairman of the com-
pany is Mr. C. L. Clarke, and assoeiated with
him on the directorate are Messrs. A. F.
Clifton, J. G. Fry, S. C. Rose, R. H. Rose,
and N. M. Brazier, and the Hon. Edwin
Rose, M.L..C. For many years Mr. Edwin
Rose acied as chairman of the company. The
fact that he was absent from the State dur-
ing a considerable part of the time under re-
view aceounts for his refusal fo allow him-
self to continue as chairman.

The Premier: I believe that mueh of the
success of the company is due to the exten-
sive manner in which they have advertised.

Mr. SAMPSON: I acknowledge that they
realise the value of publicity, There, of
course, they stand on the same ground as the
Premier,

Mr. Sleman: What papers do they adver-
tise in?

Member: The “Primary Producer.’’

Me. SAMPSON: All members, [ hope, who
know Bunbury, read the “Bunbury Herald.”
However, T do not know that it is in order
for me to refer to a newspaper, however
famous it might be, during the course of
these remarks. The secretary of the company
is Mr. H. F. Johnston, but more than to
anyone, perhaps, a tribute should be paid
to the manager, Mr. J. R. Strong. A quan-
tity of mew plant has been installed, thos
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reducing the labour reguired as far as pos-
sible, The equipment of the factory is thor-
oughly up to date, and I am told that in
point of modernity it compares with the hest
factories on the norih coast of New South
‘Wales. In view of the development going on
in the South-West, it will not be long before
the factory requires additional accommoda-
tion and equipment. We were all delighted
to know of the splendid increase in the wheat
yield last season. The guantity, amounting
to approximately 24,000,000 bushels, is an-
other step towards the proving of the state-
ment so often made, that in the compara-
tively near future Western Aunstralia will
become the largest wheat producing State in
the Commonwealth. I am sure the Treasarer
will agree with me that the finaneial position
as disclosed at the end of the last finanecial
year is attributable to the results of land
development. May 1 briefly give the figures:
for 1921-22 the defieit amounted to £732,000,
for 1922-23 to £405,000, for 1923-24 to
£229,000, and for 1924-25 to £59,000. The
improvement for the year 1922-23 was
£326,000, for 1923-24 it was £176,000, and
for 1924-25 it was £170,000. Next year 1
hope we shall not have to refer to a deficit
at all. T trust that then it will be entirely
wiped out. Members on this side of the
House are anxious, as far as their power ex-
tends, to help the Premier in that way. Per-
haps I may be permitted to refer to a remark
made by the member for Pingelly (Mr.
Brown) regarding the great difficulty exper-
ienced by him in his endeavours to secure
small grants which were urgently needed.
‘Whilst I earnestly hope that the defieit will
be entirely wiped cut, I nevertheless would
remind the Premier that small sums oceasion-
ally provide a great convenience to the
public and also render possible inereased
development and material reduetion of the
cost of production.  Although the present
wheat yield is so satisfactory, there will be
an even larger yield this season, if the rains
fall at the right time. That being so, we
must proceed to that often diseussed question
of unutilised lands. The matter has fre-
quently heen discussed in this House, and we
have dealt with it in Closer Settlement Bills,
which, however, have failed., Unutilised lands
should he forced into produetivity. We
skould see that the farmers do not have more
Jand than they ean properly handle. There
I am with the member for Toodyay (Mr.
Lindsay} who says that 1,000 acres of wheat
land, properly worked, is sufficient. When

_cannot be over-estimated.

[ASSEMBLY.]

T find that hon. member, himself a wheat
grower, expressing such sentiments, I feel
guite safe in endorsing them.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m:.

Mr. SAMPSON: The utilisation of all
lands in the agricultural areas is admit-
tedly of very great importance, partien-
larly so when we realise the additional
miles of railway that, because of the non-
utilisation of country already served, have
still to be provided. The subject is a
difficult one but, after all, difficulties are
made to be overcome. It is urgently im-
portant to the welfare of the State that
this problem should be solved. Forestry
matters are now engaging attention all the
world over. It is realised that, with the
general shortage of timber, there is great
need for afforestation. ’

What does he plant who plants a tree ?

He plants cool shade and tender rain,
And seed and bud of days to be,

And years that fade and flush again ;

He plants the glory of the plain ;

He plants the forest’s heritage ;
The harvest of & coming age ;

The joy that unborn eyes shall see—
These things he plants who plants a tree.
What does he plant who plants & tree ?

He plants, in sap and leaf and wood,
In love of home and loyalty

And far-cast thought of civie good—
His blessing on the neighbourhood

A nation’s growth from sea to sea

Stirs in bhis heart who plants e trec.

The growth of Australia depends largely
on tts timber supplies. Unfortunately
those supplies are gradually being reduced,
and, in c¢onsequence, Governments and
other authorities in all countries of the
world are turning attention to afforesta-
tion. Tremendous quantities of timber are
used annually, and according to expert
opinion the visible supply will not last for
many mere years. In Vietoria there has
been an awakening of the forest conseience
and in the schools there is teaching in
respect of this matter. TIts importance
In New Zea-
land, too, similar steps have been taken
and great progress made. Although New
Zealand in parts is very fertile, still thers
are hundreds of thousands of acres of land
of bat little use save for forestry purposes.
When in New Zealand T ncted some of the
work being earried ont. A company has
been formed down there through which, by
the payment of a small sum, a large return
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is assured. The production of timber on
2 commercial scale is a sound proposition.
Fortunately in this State we have in Mr.
Kessell, the Conservator of Forests, one
who is thoroughly imbued with the right
gospel in respect of forestry. I hope mem-
bers will give their consideration to the
importance of seeing that this State does
not lag behind in the provision of timber
by means of afforestation. Far too mueh
money leaves our shores for softwoods.
We have areas of country of & nondeseript
character that- would be eminently suitabls
for the production of soft woods. Work
in this direction would result in a payable
proposition, and I hope that when the
Estimates are framed special consideration
will be given t¢ the importanee of . this

matter by the provision of additional
funds.
The Minister for Railways : Where is

this country?

Mr. SAMPSON: There is a big tract
between Bassendean and the seaboard, and
there is another great tract in the Darling
Ranges. Moreover, 1 understand there are
other large areas of Crown lands suitable
for the production of timber.

The Minister for Railways : That has

not vet been demonstrated.

Mr, SAMPSOXN : We can demcnsirate
by odd examples how pinus insignis and
other sofiwood timbers will grow even in
close proximify to the city, and we can see
avenues of trees at Wattle Grove and at
Maida Vale. At Maida Vale there are two
fine rows of pines ihat were planted some
20 years ago by Mr. James Goatcher. They
have made splendid growth and in a com-
paratively short time they will be suitable
for commercial use. Their growth goes to
show that the conditions of climaie and
soil are quite suitable for the propagation
-and development of this class of tree. In
Vietoria Mr. W. W, Gay, B.Sec,, is giving
special atfention to afforestation matters
and has issued an informative hooklet.
Primarily this booklet is for the instrne-
tion of children, but all mnst be made to
realise the importance of this subject. 1
am pleased that the Government have ex-
tended the electric cables into the outer
snburhan areas. FEleetricity is of the iit-
- most fervice to the producers, and while it
is not at present possible to secure essen-
tial extensions, I hope that early provision
will be made for those extensions in
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anticipation of the additional machinery
that is about to be installed. The Btate
Savings Bank provides a splendid avenue
for the securing of money for the use of
the Treasury. Unfortunately the aceum-
modation at the head office of the State
Savings Bank in Hay-street is quite in-
adequate to the requirements. 1f we com-
pare the huilding with those in whieh the
savings banks of other States are housed,
the eomparison will be very much to the
discredit of our own State. There is in
the Hay-street office insufficient room, and
the eonsequent congestion must mean that
a great deal of business has to be taken
elsewhere. Earlier in the evening I was
reminded by the Premier of the advant-
ages of publieity. . I may be pardoned if
1 suggesi ithat publicity might well be used
in making more widely known the faeili-
ties provided by the State Savings Bank.
Many people are unaware of the fact that
deposits in that bank are to the advantage
of the State. Accordingly the transaction
of business with that bank has never been
regarded in a patriotic light, as it should
he. Every resident of the State who bas
a savings hank aceount should have it in
the State institution, so reducing the diffi-
culties of the Treasurer by affording hmn
the use of money at a low rate. Again,
there is the establishment of agencies in
country towus, There is diffieulty to be
overceme, but that difficulty ecould be
minimised if pgreater consideration were
given to it. In South Australia the Com-
missionerg controlling the State Savings
Bank spare no effort in making known the
facilities that exist for the due investment
of the people’s savings. We might well
do the same. Also, in some of the larger
provineial towns we wmight erect suitable
buildings for the housing of the bank staff
and the earrying on of the bank’s busi-
ness. You, Sir, I am sure, would feel
that any remarks on the Address-in-veply
which did not eontain a reference to prison
reform would be wanting. Nowadays it is
generally recognised by those who take any
interest in prison reform that fo secure the
best results prisons should be conducted on
lines, not of a punitive, but of a reformative
natore. Tn the past many prisons were
neither deterrent ror reformative. To-day,
happily, there is a new spirit abroad and
the old idea that education of the prisoners
was a mistake has passed away. T{ can be
fairly stated that that error does not exist
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to-day excer.t in ill-informed cireles. In the
old days discipline consisted of punishment
ang repression. The one viewpoint was that
prisoners must be controlled. Undoubtedly
discipline is essential if we are to secure the
reform necessary. But there are other
things. In New Zealand great progress has
been made in this direction. The Dominion
has taken up the establishment of prison
farms. Various holdings in both the north
and south islands have been taken over
and developed. At Templeton, near Christ-
chureh, an area comprising 800 zcres of low-
value land was placed under the control of
the prison aunthorities. A number of prison-
ers were put to work on it, and to-day that
area, whieh in its virgin state was of practi-
callv no value, is worth not less than £20,000,
It is not fair, of course, to consider the
monetary valne, hecanse the value that must
accrue as a result of the proper emplovment
of prisoners cannot he assessed in pounds,
shillings and pence. The safe custody of
prisoners versns the mental outlook is a
snbject of interest. The work being per-
formed in the New Zealand instifutions is of
ereat value. Another instance ¢f prison re-
form is provided near Invercargill. There
prison lahour has ereated an asset valued at
hetween £60,000 and £70,000. The produce,
mostly butter fat, for the year just ended
represented a value of £7,349. In road
making, too, prisoners perform useful ser-
vice. When | was in the Dominion I went
through the Rotorua district, and from
Tokaanu to Waimarino the main road was
heing constructed by prison labhour. It may
be said that such work should be done hy
free Jabour. A full answer to that conten-
tion is Lhat the amount of road work calling
for attention in this Stafe, and I dare say in
most of the other States, is perhaps a
hundredfold preater than the funds thal can
be provided to carry it ont. No real argu-
ment can be advanced against prison labour
being utilised in this way. At Mt. Eden,
near Anckland, metal croshing works are
operated by prison labour and the annual
sales of metal approximate £15,000. These
are some of the things being done’in New
Zealand, and there is in addition that great
gpirit of prison reform which is having iis
effect in rehabilitating and refitting for civic
life men who perhaps by mischance have
found themselves imprisoned. Whatever the
reason, there is a great need here for prison
reform and I am sure yon, Mr. Speaker, will
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agree that the time is overripe for something
1o he done, In addition to agricultural work,
road making and metal erushing, the prison
authoritics in New Zealand nndertake ecloth-
ing. bhootmaking, concrete tile and brick
making. In the days prior to the adoption
of the present methods a large number of
warders and guards were neeessary. In a
work entitled “Evolution of New Zealand
Prison System” I read—

The menagement of the New Zealand prisona
during the past few years has been on entirely
different lines. Nomne of those connected with the
menagement ®ince 1909 has posed a5 a heaven-
born reformer. Knowingly, we have followed no
other system: we have merely tried to manage
the prisons and the people in them on common-
sense lines. The tree-planting system amply
demanstrated the fact that at least 75 per cent. of
the avernge prison population were normal—or,
at all events, sufficiently nermal to he treated
much in the same way as any ordinary body of
free men could be treated—with this advantage,
that we had full control over the men, and could
enforce diseipline when discipline was required.
A very large proportion of those who become
inmates of prisons would not offend against the
law if they possessed a’ caparity for work. I,
therefore, becomes obvious that the very heat
reformative agent that can be employed is work,
and plenty of it provided it is of a reasonably
interesting and reproductive nature, and is as
far removed as possible from the treadmill-like
tasks of the past.

The payment of wages to prisoners to sup-
rport dependants is another phase of this
work which has been adopfed with great
snceess. The same writer states—

In 1920 there was inaugurated one of the moat
important departures that has ever taken place
in prisons’ administration either in New Zegland
or elsewhere. In the Budget of that wvear it was
anncunced that, owing to the economic advance
that had heen made in the management of the
prisons, the production of & substantial revenune
where formerly there was no revenue at all—the
healthy growth. in fact, of our agricultnral and
works policy, and the demonstration of the earnin g
power of the prisoners of the State—the Govern-
ment had decided to pay a small wage tnall
prisoners who prior to their committal had wives,
families, or others dependent upon them. The
amount to be paid was at the mte of 3. per day,
or 16a. 6d. per week, to the dependants of auch
prisaners, rising in the third month to £1 2e. 6d.
per week. The vegulations providing for this
payment and the rules governing the payment
became effective as from the Ist January, 1921.
The amount per head may seem emall, but care
had to he taken at the inception of the scheme
that the burden on the taxpayers was not unduly
heavy, or the rcheme mizht readily bave broken
down of its own weight. Even at the mates fixed
the cost to the Prisons Department now averages
about £5,000 per annum, the total amount actually
paid out to prisoners’ dependants between the
lat January, 1921, and 3lst March, 1923, being
£10,456. .
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Another extract states:—

Every man serving a sentence of 12 months or
more is given an opportunity of stating his case
for remgission to the board, either verbally or in
writing. Kach case is carcfully considered on its
merits, with all possible information regarding
every man's past history, criminal or otherwise,
his conduet and industry while in prison, and the
Possibilities with regard to his probable chances
of rehabilitation if released. Even the question
of employment after release is investigated, and
instructions under that head given to the pro-
bation and depsrtmental oliicers and others who
interest theraselves in the after-care of released
Pprisoners.

1 1ealise that money will be necessary to
establish a prison farm in this State but I
am con.inced it would be a very wise thing
to do. There s no need to purchase im-
proved property. Virgin land could be taken
up, cleared and developed by the prison
lakour which at present is held in compara-
tive idleness in the Fremantle Gaol. During
the last few weeks | visited the Eastern
States and whie in Brisbane I had an
opporinnity to go through the Boggo-read
Gaol. This gaol is well conducted, as I he-
lieve prisons in Anstralia senerally are. Bat
in Queensiand they have not the difficulty
to contend with that we have. Here the
diffieulty is to secure sufficient work to keep
the prisoners in the workrooms employed.
In Brisbane they are more fortunate. There
is ample work for the prisoners and in my
opinion the prisoners must he very much
the ketter for that, because in place of eom-
parative idieness they have ample woark to
do. "They are thereby enabled to exert their
talents and improve their qualifications, so
that when they are released, they are cer-
lainly no longer the menace they would other-
wise be, bui are better fitted o carry out
work becavse of the habit of work engen-
dered by the reformatory system. In New
South Wales, too, great progress has been
made. There they have two prison camps,
one at Emu Bay for agrieultural work, and
one at Tuncurry on the north coast, where
afforestation in the shape of pine planting is
carried out. 1 hope that we in the near
future will inangurate similar work in this
State. The menace arising from the holding
of prisoners without giving them an oppor-
tunity to work iz well known. I hope the
Minister in charge of the department will
persevere, and at the earliest possible mo-
ment wiil provide a prison farm in this
State. T regret to note the namber of un-
emploved at the present time. Tt was par-
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tienlarly patent tv me on my return to the
State recently. Every day I have been ap-
| roachel in rezard to securing positions for
different wen who, I am sure, are an<ions
Lo ohitain work. The difficulty of unemploy-
ment is more or less prévalent in every State,
but 1 think it is more pronounced in West-
ern Australia at the present time than it
has heen at this sesson of the year for some
time past. I read in the newspaper a little
while ago of o system whereby unskilled
workers wonld he given opportunity to learn
a trade. I quote from the newspaper report
the following—

In the House of Commous Mr. Turrest drew
attention to an experiment in Australia for giving
unekilled unemploved men a training of three
montha in bricklaying in technical schnols and
the atarting of classes for plasterers. He augpested
the advption. of similar methods in Creat Dritain.
Sir Kingaley Wood (Parliamentary Secretary of
the Ministry for Health} said that the Government
was aware of the experiment. He added that
schemes for special training were being considered
in connection with arrangements in the building
industry to increase the supply of skilled labour.
The opportunity may be found of helping
nnskilled workers in this way. The matter
of State trading is still with us and the posi-
tion is vnsatisfactory. Tf has always been a
pernicions or wrong use of Governmental
principles that trading should be carried on
by the State. During my visit to Quneens-
land 1 noted from a report which appeared
in the morning Press of Brisbane that the
Government had written down the capital
ecost of certain  pnoblie enterprises hy
£500,000. Had they been private coneerns
they would have been hopelessly hankrupt.
I refer of course to Queensland undertak-
ings. Tt is another indication, and there are
many, that State trading is wsually costly.

Mr. Taylor: And bad in practice.

Mr. SAMPSOX: Yes. The results are bad
and the system is bad in principle. The
work of Ministers and wmembers of Par-
liament can be more properiy oceupied in
givine attention fo legislation, and leaving
trading matiers to he attended to by
those who are in business. Fruit mar-
keting and its difficules 5 a sub-
ject that is always with those who are en-
gaged in that particnlar industry. T regret,
as no doubt other members do, that the Com-
mittee of Direction which is operating in
Queensland, has suffered a sethack. The High
Court decided that it was illegal for the
Committee of Direction to attempt to con-
trol marketing so far as inter-State trade
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was concerned. The decision arrived at by
the High Court has meant thai some phases
even of the intra-siate trade were illegal.
This was the opinion of the judges,
but il is worthy .of noic that the
Chief Justice stated that while Seetion 02
of the Commonwealth Constitution Act pre-
cluded ihe control of marketing so far as
Interstate trade was concerned, in respect
of trade within the State it was competent
for an Act to give control, 'The court de-
cided that the power given by the Aet had
been exceeded. It is clear, however, that
Parliament intended that the Committee of
Direetion should have full power and should,
in the terms of one of the sections, take con-
trol of all fruit within the State. With ve-
gard to the Interstate position, that difficulty
has been anticipated for some time, and
members who have read up the subject will
recali the suggestion made on different ocea-
sions that, in order that the Act might be
complete in its incidence, there should, 1u
addition to the State Act, be a Federal Act
to control the position. This is necessary,
and I hope will ultimately be brovght about.
The Cowmittee of Direction unforiunately
has, as after-events have proved, adopted the
one-floor system in respeet to the marketing
of bananas. They instracted growers that
all bananas for sale in Queensland must be
sent to that one floor under their control,
The agents took action, with the resuit I have
stated. To-day it is competent for the Com-
mittee of Direciion to still carry on the mar-
keting, the buying and selling of frwmit if
they so wish, and it is also cowpetent for
agents to do the same.

Mr. Sleeman: You cannot beat the Queens-
land legislation.

Mr. SAMPSON: Ungquestionably, there
has been a great deal of opposition to the
Act from the time it was proclaimed. This
is easily understood. There is as much need
to-day for the Act as there ever was. The
AMinister for Agriculture in Queensland has
promised that it shall be amended and that
the intention of Parliament, whereby the
growers shall contrel the marketing of their
own fruit through their own cleeted commit-
tee, shall be carried out. On my recent visit
to Queensland I made it my duty and pleas-
ure to risit Stanthorpe, which is regarded ns
the eapital of the granite belt, There I met
& number of growers, the loenl manager of
the Commercial Banking Corupany of Syd-
ney, and the Editor of the loval newspaper.
Tt was pointed out to me by the manager of
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the bank, and the Editor of the “Stanthorp
Border Post,” that sincere and earnest effori
in regard to voluntary eo-operation had bee
made for years past, and that thousfnds o
letters had been written by the honorar
secretary of that centre, but the resnlfs ha
always been the same.

Mr. Lambert: Why should we be inflicte:
with all this?

Mr. SAMPSON: There is nothing to hol
the hon, member here.

Mr. Lambert: I do not think the hon. mem
ber’s eloquence would hold me. Tt is onl
my tolerance.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. SAMPSON: I wish to read a lette

Mr. Lambert: A love letter?

Mr. SAMPSON: It is written by a Stan
thorpe mau and I was permitted to view it.

Mr. Lambert: You have not lost the las
page, have you?

Mr. SAMPSON : The letter says:—

If 1 can assist you in any way in regard to givin
you a good grip of the fruit organisation in thi
State {and particularly in this district} I shall b
only too pleased to do so. I have been connecte
with the organieation of the fruitgrowers in thi
distriet over a perigd of 3) years, for several year
acting us secretary to a voluntary fruitgrowen
association, and also acting as secretary to th
present district council for two years. Association
were gtaried years ago with the best intention
but they were powerless to do much good. The
passerd good resolutiona, wrote long letters to th
Minister, but they ncver got anywhere becaus
they had no executive authority and in the en
the growers grew tired of fighting and graduall
the association died of a broken spirit. Under th
present organisation scherme the position is entirel
different becaure the organisation has power—
power to colleot money and spend it for the goo
of the growers. This power is safeguarded by th
fact that everything must he sanctioned by th
growers and they have the power to turn the whel
organization out of office by voting them ouf
No [ranchise conld be more demaocratic. OF cours
in any such scheme there will always be opponent
who do not believe in any form or organisatior
and they think the present a favourable oppm
tunity to endeavour to start a counter organisatio
in the hope of making the Committee of Directio:
ineffective. It iz not strange perhaps that suc
a move should have brought together sll thuse wh
for various reasons wish to Lill the organisatip
and all it stends for, and neither is it to be wondere
at that while they putwardly profess that the
have no intention of killing the organisation (whic
move would be nnpopular) they at the same tim
are advocating alterations which if earried int
effect would leave the organisation as impotent a
the old voluntary organisations were. Thus the
sre exhibiting all the cunning of the serpent. an
coming out with their scheme at a time when t,he)
reatise that a few short sighted growera (who wer
previously favoarsble to the C.0.D.) are somewha
dissatisfied with the management over matter
which in no way affect the vital principles of th
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orgnnisation, thns they are getting more support
than they would otherwise secure. The primary
producer ia a very hard person to handle, and some
of them are playing the game of the would be
destroyers, for all it is worth, but nevertheless the
heart of the district is sound for the organisation
and it will not go down. The point at which the
founders of the League of Freedom (save the mark)
and the supporters of the organisation divide is on
the questivn of compulsion. The League of Free-
dom people know well, as also do the supporters
of the organisation that without compulsion the
C.0.D. would be absolutely powerless, and would
soon decay. 'This is quite apparent, a8 is also the
fact that the League of Freedom supporters know
that if they can only get the growers to agree to
the compulsory clauses being taken out of the
Act the whole organisation will be rendered useless.
I quite realise that so far the Committee of
Direction has not done much for the decidupus
fruit growing industry, but they have been in office
only 13 months, and with ¢ big undertaking of the
kind it is hardly likely that in such a comparatively
short time much could be accomplished ; in fact
the danger in such matters is that at the outeet
the management may be stampeded into doing
spmething without giving it the most mature con-
sideration. That is what the agents wanted to
see happen with the C.Q.1D. and they are shouting
out now because that condition has not obtained.
As showing the value of the organisation and the
danger which the produce agenta see in it, I may
stete that the fruit merchants association offered
to pay a man to organise the Granite Belt for the
League of Freedom. I think that is the greatest
tribute that rould be paid to the C.0.D. There
may be a stous tight ahead, but the great majority
of the growers with their present feelings will
stand by the organisation.

3+ Lumbert: What are you doing for the
fruit growers here?

Mr. SAMPSON: 1t is well known to mew-
bers that when the Aet was brought into
operation in Queensland, it was brought in
without being first referred lo the growers.
1 consider that was not democratic, and that
those who were to be affected and whose pro-
duce was to be controlled, sheuld have had
the upportunity of voting yvea or nay. The
Minister for Agriculture has promised that
during the present session there will be a
Fruit Marketing Bill hrouglht down.

Mr. Lambert:
it if you go on,

Mr. SAMPSON: At a meeling of fruit-
growers recently held in Bridgetown a motion
was carricd asking that before the proposed
Bill becomes law the Minister shounld give
those voncerned an opportunity to eriticise
and consider it. T hoje the Minister will
do that. Ti is a reasonable reqvest. I am in-
clined to think that if it had been accorded
in Queensland, many of the objections which
were subsequently levelled at the Act wounld
never have been voiced. I hope the fruit-
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There will not be time for
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growers will refrain from taking action in
deziding against this pro; ozed measure until
they have, as expressed by the Bridgetown
growers, had an opportunity of seeing the
measure which the Minister proposes to bring
down, It must embody the principle of
eompulsory en-operation. Voluntaryism in
eonnection with fruit marketing has failed.
There is urgent need of conirel and I am
fully convineed that without such control
there can be no real organmisation. From
Queensland we hear only of the failures. A
very big principle is involvad in tbis move-
ment, but unfortunately no reference is made
fo the instances where the committee has
achieved suecess. Take the loeal marketing
of pineapples. Prior lo the operations of the
Committee of Direction the pesition regard-
ing the eanneries was serious. The spectacle
of 80 trucks of jineapples rolting outside
doors of canners could have been seen In
those days. When the Committee of Diree-
tion took control they established an organi-
sation and made arrangemerts with the
growers that the pines should be sent in as
soon as possible, so that when the glut season
was encountered they would be able to hold
up supplies for three or four days without
any damage heing done. DPrior to that action
the economic loss was tremendous. Tt is esti-
wated that at the least £60,000 over and above
that previously seeured for the growers on
the sale of pine apples in Queensland alone
was pbiained in three seasons. There are two
seasons in each year and that means that
within 18 months the saving to the growers
was approximately £60,000. Then again, the
minimum priee secured by growers for their
pines for eanning purnoses was improved.
Originally the practice was for the canners
to go to the growers and wiake a bargain with
them that they should send in their pines at
4 minimum of 2s. 6d. per case. But
when the glut arrived and the¢ markefs were
overstocked with pineapplas, the canners
would telegraph to the growers not to
send in any more a3 they eould not
deal with additional supplies for the time
heing. They would then go to the markets
and purchase pines at practically any price
thev desired. Thus the saving to the
growers as the result of organisation
following on the ereation of the Committee
of Direction is estimated at not less than 50
per c¢ent. Under the regime of the Com-
mittee of Dircction the minimum price was
not less than 3s. 9d. whereas formerly it was
not mnre than 2s. 6d. Queensland growers have
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occasion to applaud the results of the Commit-
tee’s work. Then there is the vuestion of the
control the Committee of i ection exereise
over the fruit for the southern markets. This
is the feature of the Commitiee’s work that
the Chief Justice and all the other judges
of the Supreme Court in Queensland eontend
is heyond Lhe power of the Committee. In
July the Brisbane “Telegraph” contained the
following report:—

FRUIT FOR THE SOUTH.

760 tons last week.

The interstate fruit apecial train, run by the
Committee of Direction of Fruit Marketing, last
week carried 7607 tons, of which 468} tons were
for Melbourne, snd 302} tons for Sydney.

The consignments consisted of 18,257 cases, of
which 16,668 cazes were bananss, 1,807 cases pines,
113 eases pawpaws, 488 custards, 4 sweet potatoes,
46 citrus, 135 beans, 3 tomatoes. 1 marrow, 2 cane.

Melbourne received 9,994 cases bananas, 604
casea pines, 1 marrow, 3 custards, 108 cases beans,
38 cases citrus, 12 cases pawpaws, 4 sweet potatoes
2 tomatoes.

Sydney’s allocation was 5,664 ceses bananag,
1,203 cases pines, cases citrus, 101 cases pawpawa,
27 onses heans, 485 cases custards, 1 tomatoes, 2

sugar-cane.

%ist.rict loading was as follows :—Dayhoro line,
27} tons ; North Coast, 5074 tons ; South Coast,
44} tons; Cleveland line, 17} fons.

It is estimated that 192,000 cases were re-
ceived and treated by the canners, so that the
House will see how important is the power
of conirol vested in the Comwiltee of Diree-
tion. It is frequently stated that under
contro! the sale of bananas in the southern
markets has decreased. Heve is a state-
ment that appeared in the Brisbane “Cour-
ier,” from the Committee of Direction:—
1t is interesting to note the large increase in the
number of cases of bananes going forward by the
committee’s interstate fruit trains for the first 26

weeks of this year as compared with the same
periods for the years 1923 and 1924.

The figures are:—

Sydney. Melbourne. Total.
1923 14,901 174,587 189,488
1924 42,926 164,186 207,111
1925 160,280 270,274 420,664

YEAR'S TOTAL.

Sydney. Melbourne. Total.
1023 317,271 377,721 374,892
1924 150,112 384,100 534,212

Mr. Sleeman: You seem {o be in favour
of this business.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: He originated
the idea in this State.

Mpr, SAV'PSON: The Teague of Free-
dom
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Mr. Sleeman: Has that any reference o
the lLovalty League?

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: No, to the Bal-
shevik Leacue.

Mr. SAMPSON: After consultation with
certain agents, the League of Freedom has
arrived at what is termed “the new agree-
ment.” Tt is as follows:—

During the past week a delegation from the
Granite Belt League of Freedom has been in con-
sultation with the Brisbane Fruit Merchants’ As-
gociation as to the best method of stabilising the
market and dissipating unwarranted suspicions
which oceasionally arise between grower and
geller. The league delegates brought with them
certain propossls which had been tentatively
drawn up by their executive committes, and these
have been carefully considered by the Merchants’
Asgociation. Yesterday afternoon finality wuas
reachod, and the following basis of agreement was
made available for the Press:—

{1.) An inapector to be in the markets, paid by
the growers.

(2.) Account sales or advice to be posted within
48 hours of receipt of consignments. Cheques
weekly, or earlier, if preferred.

(3.} A clear and simple method of book-keeping
to be adopted, and a common system of keeping
eales slips insugurated throughout the markets.

(4.) Books to be open for inapection on demand
either by the grower or his suthorised agent.

(5.) It shall be the policy of the Fruit Mer-
chants’ Association not to sell good quality fruit
under cost of production to the grower, namely 2s.
per half-bushel case and 4a. per bushel case. Any
consignments not up to standard to be referred to
the growers’ inspector.

{6.) Growers forwarding fruit or produce for
sale packed in a dishonest manner to be reported
to growers' inspector, and, if deemed “advisable,
proceedings to be taken. Should it he proved to
the satisfaction of the association that any of its
membera are acting dishoneatly he shall forthwith
be expelled from the association, and proceedinge
talen.

(7.) In the event of large consignments not being
cleared, and it being necessary for the inspector to
gell to the factories, no commission will be charged
by the agent concerned. The agents agree, if the
market ia glutted, to help each other to dispose of
the consignments forwarded.

(8.} Friendly conferences between prowers and
the association to be held from time to time to
consider matters of mutual interest, such as open-
ing up new markets, improvement in transit, and
reduction of freight where possible.

It is understood that during the discossions a
most friendly relationship was established between
the merchants and the delegation, and this con-
tributed very largely towards the solution of
problems facing both partica. Other branches of
the league, no doubt, will endeavour to arrive at
a gimilar understanding on lines specially applicable
to the fruits grown within their respective areas.

1 wiil admit that some of the suggestions
made are dervidedly good, but the refer-
ences to the cost of production will not, I
am convinced, he endorsed by the growers.
In any event this does not postulate any real
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organisation. This document is termed a
new agreement, but there is nothing binding
in it, and there is nothing to prevent either
the agent or the grower flouting it at will,
True organisation does not operate in that
way. AW too briefly 1 have endeavoured to
set out the position in Queensland. The
posiiion in Western Australia is interesting,
and at the annval conference of fruit grow-
ers held on the 12th November, 1924, the
following motion was carried :—

In the opinion of Conference statutory powers
4o neoessaty in order to give the fruit growers
of this State control of their indusiry, and we ask
the Government to send a responsible officer
to Queenslsnd to make himself thoroughly con-
versant with the operations of the Queensland
Fruit Marketing Act.

1 hope the officer will be sent, although I
know that since then the President of the
Queensland Couneil of Agriealture, Mr. Me-
Gregor, has been in Perth. At a meeting of the
Fruit Advisory Board he fully discussed the
Quesnsland  Act.  The result was that a
motion was carried approving of an Aet to
confiol fruit marketing. The motion I have
quated as having been carried at the annual
eonference of fruit growers, was similar to
resolutions earried in other centres through-
ont the State. Tt is true that the area under
fruit, as diselosed by the Commonwealth
Year Book, has decreased, and that is surely
evidence to prove that there is the necessity
for legisiation to assist growers in organis-
ing their own industry. T hope that when the
Bill is brought forward by the Minister, it
will, after being submitted to the House,
be put before ygrowers for their eon-
sideration. When whatever amendments
are deemed to be necessary have been
determined, 1 hope the measure will
have a speedy passapge through Parliament.
Dealing with the railways I am glad to know
that the system called the “cash on delivery”
system has been inangurated. This system

has been in existence in South Africa and,

Queensland for many years past. In each
counfry it has been found to operate greatly
to the advantage of the railways, with the
result that it must be of advantage to all
concerned. I hope that the “eash on de-
livery” system will be utilised to the fullest
extent and that it will be made widely known.
In otker countries it has resulted in many
parcels that formerly went through the post
being dispatched over the railways. On the
gubject of co-operation 1 draw the attention
of members to the frequent improper use of
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that term. It is often used in businesses that
are not really co-operative, and in those
cases the only person that bepefits is the
proprietor. [ submit that the misuse of the
word, if not intended to delude the publie,
wight easily have that effect, and it is my
intention later on to bring down a Bill with
the object of rendering the improper use of
the word an offence. The masquerading in
false colours of any trader in thizs way
should, in the interests of co-operation, be
stopped. With regard to road making gen-
erally and the construction of development
roeds particularly, the road boards appre-
ciate the Federal-State grant. I hope
that the full amount that the Commonwealth
Treasurer is providing will be availed of by
the Minister, and that it will be possible
later to previde roads for seftiers who at
present have no access to a market. The
Federal-State grant is a credit to all con-
cerned. There is, however, a clause which
provides that no man shall be taken off his
holding to be employed on road making.
This matter was brought up last session and
I understand that the Minister is not making
it a rule whereby it will be impossible for
a man with a holding who, through unfore-
seen cireumstances, is compelled to go ouy
and work in order to keep the pot boiling.
Such a man, in my opiaion, should not be
debarred from taking.work with a road
board or engaging in any ferm of contract.
1 support the motion for the adoption of the
Address-in-reply.

MR. MARSHALL (Murehison} [8.35]:
1 congratulate the member for Forrest (Miss
Bolman) on her achievement in securing ad-
mission to the rights and privileges of this
House. 1 extend to her a cordial welcome
here, but at ti.e same time I remind her that
there are 49 other members who would net
like to see other ladies in their midst, be-
cause some of them might have to go oul
to make room for those ladies.

Mr. Richardson:
give way to a lady,

Mr. MARSHALL: The member for Swan
(Mr. Sampson), who is opposed to the
nationalisation of everything, has given us
an exposition of what he considers should
he doue in the way of nationalising indus-
tries, and he has held up the Chamber for un
hour and told us that we should interfere
in regard to the distribution of certain pro-
ducts. He urged that the Government should

I am sure you -would
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take control of production, distribution and
exehange. 1f that is not nationalisation I
shall have to go a long way to find out what
the word really means.

Mr. Sampson: I said nothing about Gov-
ernment econtrol; I said control by the
growers, ’

Mr. MARSHALL: The growers will be
working under regulations framed under an
Act of Parliament, and if that does not go
as far as some other legislation, it goes far
enough to be close te nationalisation. I in-
tend to tonch on a few items that are men-
tioned in the Governor's Speech which has
been presented to us with the usual ammount
of frill and padding that is usually associ-
ated with it, The Speech gives hon. mem-
bers an opLottunity of knowing what legis-
Intion the Government propose to introduce.
I notice that of the 14 Bills contemplated
by the Governmeat for the present session,
no fewer than five are entirely of an agri-
cultural character. Three may be termed as
being of & semi-agricultural character, inas-
much as they will apply, or be of some hene-
fit, to agriculturists and to the city. Apart
fiom one particular measure that is pro-
posed, I see little or nothing in the contem-
plated legislation that will be of much bene-
fit to those living far away from the metro-
polis. 1 am not taking the Government to
task in regard to the proposed legislation;
I wish to remind my friends on the eross
Opposition benches for the second time that
whenever agriculiurists reguire logislation

or reform of some kind, they have to ap-

proach a Labour (Government to secure it.

Mr. Withers: We are the only reform
party.

Mr. MARSHALL: I remember when the
Labour Party were in power in years gone
“by practically every reform the agricul-
turist secured, reforms of paramount im-
portance, were granted by the Labour Gov-
ernment.  Unfortunately we got little
thanks for it.

Mr. Davy: What sort of reforms?

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not know of any
legislation passed by a Labour Govern-
ment that was not for the benefit of the
farmer.

Mr. Davy: What was it?

Mr. MARSHALL: From memory I can
quote a few matters of importance, the
extension of the scope of the Agrienltural
Bank, the creation of the I.A.B. the in-
augnration of a wheat ponl, the repricing
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of agricultural lands, and several other
matters.

Mr. Sampson :
land.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie :
session.

Mr. Davy: The 1.A.B. is defunct.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not know what
the hon. member is talking about, or what
he expeete me to reply to. All 1 ask is
that members on the eross Opposition
benches shall be grateful for the many
small mercies they have received at the
hands of Lahour Governments, mercies
that they never would have received from
any other Government. I know too well,
unfortunately for the farmers, that their
alleged leaders more often than not betray
them. We have only to read the news-
papers and the statements made by people
who it is alleged represent the farmers,
and who tell the farmers about the hard-
ships that are always being inflicted on
them by Bolshevik Governments, or seme
such  other ridiculous statement. The
farmer 15 a hard-working man and he has
little time io study for himself. Therefore
he is easily led by the nose by people who
should know bhetter.

Alr. Thomson: And you never got a bhite!

Mr. MARSHALL : I am very pleased
that the {iovernment intend to give so
much assistance to the farmers.

My, Lindsay: Why?

Mr, MARSHALL: T look npen agrieul-
ture as the backbone of the State.

Country Party Members : Come over
here!

Mr. ATARSHALL: There 15 no need to
do that. PFrom this side I ean express my
appreciation of the attitude of the Gov-
ernment towards the farming community.
With regard to fronit marketing, the pro-
posed legislation is long overdue, not be-

Additional taxation on

Passed just last

. eange, as the member for Swan put it, the

producer alone is suffering, but because
the consumer is suffering equally as much.
It is an astounding thing to find in the
orchard growing distriets so much fruit
going to waste, and that in the metropolis
it is impossible to get fruit of reasonahly
good quality unless we pay exorbitant
prices for it. Therefore I shall welcome
the Bill foreshadowed in the (Governor's
Speech. T trust that the Rill will he in-
strumental in not only putting more prafits
into the pockets of the prodacers hat will
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be the means of getting more fruit into the
homes of those who really require 1.
Another proposed measure that meets with
my approval is the Vermin Bill. That
applies to my electorate more acutely
perhaps than to any other. Members
opposite will agree with me because they
konow that the primary producers in my
clectorate are not only preducers hut pro-
tectors as well, inasmueh as in a measure
they are protecting the people in the
Sonth-West. 1 do not wish to claim any
undue eredit for those people, but T elaim
that they have protecied the primary pro-
ducers and particularly these who, as a
side line, run a few sheep or a few catile.
I have a good idea of the nature of the
Bill. To me it comes as a great eoncession,
having regard to my electorate, Tl me
say that in view of what fakes place in
distriets far removed from what are com-
monly called the country arveas, people in
the south do not know what “vermin” means.
I now intend to quote the “West Austra-
lian,” and I recognise that I am on danger-
ous ground: the Leader of the Opposition
recently got a rap over the knuckles for
reposing too much faith in that organ, amdt
I do not wish the same fate to befall me.
About two weeks ago I read in the “West
Ausiralian” that a farmer in some part of
the wheat belt had been affected with ex-
treme consternation because he had seen
one dinge. If the place had been invaded
by a bostile army, the people could not
have been more concerned. The appear-
ance of that solitary dingo was considered
of sufficient importance to be announced
in the daily Press.

Mr. Thomson : One dingo can do an
enormous amount of damage.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, of course, like
cne had member of this Chamber. Now, a
single vermin hoard in my distriet paid
bonuses on no fewer than 1,100 dingoes in
one year; and that number came off two
stations. The people concerned, moreover,
have no sideline such as mixed farming
or wheat to help them.

Mr. Davy: Tt wounld ahimest pay them to
breed dingoes.

Mr. MARSHALL: If those people do
not suffer from drought, they suffer from
the dingo pest. TWhat would have been
the cffect if those 1,100 dingoes had got
throngh to the place where the one was
seet? 1 understand that the proposed
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legislation will ask all growers to con-
tribute slightly, and that the matter will
be administered by a eentral body. That
is only reasonable. The econcmic loss
eaused to this State by the dinge pest must
be incalculable.

Mr. Taylor: It 1is disasfrons
dingoes get among well bred sheep.

Mr. MARSHALL : Quite right: but,
after all, it matiers not so much what
the quality of the sheep may be. Small
growers, particularly returned soldiers
with millstones of financial obligations
round their necks, cannot offord to have
their stocks depleted by attacks from
dingoes. The onlv other promised measure
which will be of interest to me is the Bill
to amend the indostnal arbitration law, 1
should nobt have troubled tu touch on that
measure had it not been for Lhe argument
of the member for Pingelly (Mr. Brown},
who seemned fo have an idea in bis head that
tlie Arbitration Court is a tribunal set up
for the one purpose of inereasing wages and
improving conditions without evidence in jus-
tification. As an industrialist of many years’
standing, I ean afflirm that il is ufterly use-
less for any organisation of employees to
go to the present Arbitraticn Court, and
that it wonld have been useless to go to any
arbitration court of the past, for an in-
crease of wages except with good evidence
to prove an increase in the cost of living.
If the eost of living does go up, it is not
due to increased wages, The workers come
behind the rise of the cost of living. some-
times vears hehind it, and ask for a com-
|ensating advance. To say ihat the cust of
living rises beeanse of inereased wames is
utterly absurd.

Mr. Davy: If the cost of living goes down
I suppose there will not be any more appli-
cations to the Arbifration Court.

Mr. MARSHALL: Captains of industry
never miss an opportunity of coneocting
evidence and appealing to the Arbitration
Court. They apply for a revision every 12
months. Surely the hon. member has not
forgotten the famous Kalgoorlie award of
only two years ago—a disgrace to humanity.
It asked the men to work in gold mines un-
der bad conditions and at low wages. More-
over, while several hundred cases had heen
listed for hearing in the Arbitration Court
before this particnlar case, somehow this ap-
plication, by some unknown means, was
heard first. The Chamber of Mines in some
manner contrived to have all the other rite-

when
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tious set aside and this particular eitation
brought on for hearing. And what tor? For
the express purpose of lowering the wages of
the miners. It must be apparent to apy fair-
winded member that the workers of this
State cannot possibly get an increase in wages
until they can prove that the cost of hiv-
ing has gone up.

Air, Taylor: And they cannot always get
it then,

Mr. MARSHALL: No. For my part, 1
have more reason to regret that the Arbi-
tration Court ever came into existence than
I have to jubilate over the fact of its exist-
ence. 1 remember the first Arbifration Court
case in the Mt. Margaret electorate. We
were then receiving a rate of 133, 4d. The
court reduced the rate to either 1ls. 4d. or
11s. 8d. The employer was prepared to pay
13s. 4d., and had never argued about pay-
ing fthat rate until the court came into exist-
ence. During the 20 odd years 1 have
worked in this State 1 have never known
an increase to be granted to industrialists
before the cost of living bad materially
risen. The only increase ever 1 got was
during the war period.

Mr. Taylor: Miners’ wages only went up
when the wages of everybody else had gone
up. The miners were the last to get an in-
crease,

Mr. MARSHALL: That is absolutely so.
In } eekatharra we went from 1916 to 1920,
four years, without a penny of increase.
When we did arrive at finality and got an
agreement, what happened? The agreement
contained a clause, which the advocate of the
Chamber of Mines had overlooked, providing
that the miners should be on the surface
when the knock-off whistle blew. Prior to
that, the miners had to wait underground
until the whistle blew for knoeking off; the
whistle had to blow before the men went

“up. There was a great deal of comment en
the injustice of men adopting the ferocious
attitude of down tools and going on strike.
However, his labour is the only commodity
the worker has to sell. Under our arbitra-
tion law the price of that commodity is
regulated, fixed up for the worker. I ven-
ture to say the member for Pingelly (Mr.
Brown) is not prepared to allow the Arhi-
tration Court to adjust the price of wheat.
The point I wish to make, however, is that
as soon as ever the Chamber of Mines dis-
covered that their advocate had made the
mistake of admitting that clause into the
agreement, though they did not eause a lock-
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out, they wired to the management at Meeka-
tharra, “Do not start operations under that
elause”’ The men said, “All right; if you
will not give us what we have got under
an industrial agreement, got from the tri-
bunal to which you always recommend us
to go, we will refuse to work” For six
weeks the miners were out of work, and then,
thanks to the present Leader of the Opposi-
tion, who was then Premier, the difference
went to arbitration. Again, take the case
of the Lancefield mine.  What happened
there when an award had been given? The
member fer Mt. Margaret (Mr, Taylor)
knows what happened. The men went fo
the court and got an award by proving that
the cost of living bad gone up. They thor-
oughly justified the granting of an increase.
Thereupon the mine was closed down.

Mr. Panton: The management at Lance-
field wanted the men to break the law.

My, MARSHALL : Yes. That is the
kind of conduet practised by gentlemen
for whom the member for Pingelly
{Mr. Brown) stands in this House. I
do not want to put it over the indus-
trialists of the State that they have no right
to look after themselves when we have the
captains of industry setting an example.
There was a time when, as the member for
Mt. Margaret (Mr. Taylor) knows, if they
were led, it was to destruction. Hon. mem-
bers may ask me what I think of the Arbi-
tration Court. T comsider if is a tribunal
with statutory powers to keep the workers
ever in subjection.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Why not try to
do away with it?

Mr. Davy: Then you de not believe in
the Arbitration Court?

Mr. MARSHALL: T do not know that
the hon. member does, seeing that there is
no place there for lawyers.

Mr. Davy: You are rather judging me by
yourself. You have no time for anything
that does not benefit yourself.

Mr. MARSHALL: T do -not say that I
am ever jubilant regarding the Arbijtration
Court. T do not desire to reflect npon the
members of the court, but the trouble is
that legislation lays it down that certain
things shall be done as a guide to the court.
That is where all the trouble originates. We
all know that the court has to adjudicate
upon industrial troubles and present an
award containing, among other things, pro-
vision for a living wage sufficient for & man,
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his wite and fawmily of three. It does not
matter what arguments may be put up, the
court eannob possibly give more than a liv-
ing wage,

Mr. Panton: And it is based on the Har-
vester judgment.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am not going to
refer to that particolar aspect but am argu-
ing from the broader side of the question.
The court cannot give more than a mere
living wage.

Mr. Davy: Yes, it can. The provision
rerely says that the court cannot give less
than that.

Mr. MARSHALL: The courf is restricted.

Mr, Davy: Yes, to the extent I indicate.

Mr. MARSHALL: The hon. member has
never yet heard of an award being delivered
in which consideration was given to the cost
of recreation, medical expenses, and all the
other incidentals necessary to enable a man
to live in reasonable comfort.

Mr. Taylor: Those details are always put
up in evidence. I have put them up myself,

Mr. MARSHALL: But they are never
taken into consideration.

Mr, Davy: How do you know?

Mr. MARSHALL: Becanse I have con-
ducled cases. It is the greatest fallaey in
the world. Ewven admit for the sake
of argument what the member for West
Perth (Mr. Davy) sugpests, will he deny
that the court cannot give an award over
and above a mere living wage?

Mr. Davy: I say it can. The direction to
the court is that they shall not give a rate
of wares less than on that hasis.

Mr. MARSHALL: No one knows hetter

than the hon. member that under the exist-.

ing conditions it is a travesty.

Mr. Davy: No.

Mr. MARSHALL : I happened to he
in the court myself and 1 know. We have
the spectacle of workers having to go be-
fore the court and dragging their wives
and families there and parading their
poverty.,

Mr. Davy: There is nothing to be ashamed
of in poverty. '

Mr. MARSHALL: No, but is it darned
inconvenient. T would like to see the mem-
ber for West Perth go to court in order
to get an award for the legal profession. I
would like to see him dragging his wife to
the court with ber receipts to show what it
eosts to keep him, his wife and family for
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three months. When we are on the laughing
side of the question we can laugh heartily,
but those who have had bitter experience of
the Arbitration Court in presenting cases
tind no cccasion for laughter. Assuming
that the court does take into counsideration
everything necessary to enable a person to
have a living wage and live in reasonable
eomfort, what is the position of such a man
afterwards? It does not matfer what posi-
tion he is in, the worker is not one penny
better off from the time he siarts in an
industry until be is deposited in the ceme-
tery, That is because he is lhmited to the
living wage.

Mr., Panton: 1f he were to be awarded
more than that they would close down the
industry!

Mr. MARSHALL: The member for Pin-
gelly {(Mr. Brown) talked about the ardu-
ous labour of farmers. 1 do not say his
statements were wrong. He told us that
farmers had to stroggle. I have had some
little experience on a farm and I agree with
him that in the pioneering stages agricul-
tural life has many unfavourable and unen-
couraging featnres. It is true that sacri-
fices have to be mude by the women, who
live under rotten eondifions, but, after all,
they are, in the majority of cases, acquiring
an asset. 1f it were not se we would not
have any farms in existence to-day. When
they have passed through those stages, we
find that after 15 or 20 years of strenuous
work they reap their reward.

Mr. lindsay: They ecapitalise their en-
ergy.

Yr. MARSHALIL: That is so, and then
they have an asset. On the contrary, what
has the gold miner, the timher worker, the
conl miner, or any other worker, after 20
vears of strennous Inhour? He has nothing.
The gold miner certainly has bhad health.
Before he reaches a mature age he has that
rotten complaint known as tuberculosis. The
coal miner may be in a rather better physi-
eal condition, and the timber worked may
have better health than the other two put
together.

Mr. Panton: But he may be minus a few
fingers and other things.

Mr. MARSHALL: If Providence is kind
to the goldminer, he might he killed at

an early stage without any suffering.
If he is left long enough he will
suffer agonies and finish up in the
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sanatorium.  Although the Farmer works
long hours and makes great sacrifices he has
more recompense for his labours than have
other workers.

Mr. Brown: Who has built up the assets
of the State?

Mr. MARSHALL: The most eccentric
genileman in this Chamber on economies is
the member for Pingelly! 1f I were to reply
to his question I would say that it is the
State that builds up the assets by a form of
socialisation. The biggest and most compre-
lhensive policy of socialisation that is to be
found in the Commonwealth is that of land
development. But olher cilizens, irrespective
of what their avocations may be, are of equal
importanee to the farmers. So long as a
citizen 1s labouring, he is helping to build up
an asset for the State. More than that, if
there were not the other citizens in the
State it would not be possible for the furmer
L carry on. Lf the iurmer could make his
own npplements, wan his own ships, drive
his own trains aud so forth, it would be all
right, but as it 1s, these other activities are
absolutely essential and it 1s well that we
should recognise tue Lmportance of men in
ihose callings 1n relation to the farming eom-
inumty. Thus it is that these workers are
egually as vuluable to the State as is the
farmer,

Mr. Lindsay: Yon will agree that the
farmer is the foundation of it all.

Mr. MARSHALL: No, I will say that
land development is the only form of natural
wealth that we can look Lo, 1 readily admit
that a farmer is a valuable citizen to the
State but not more than other eitizens who
are assisling to carry out what is necessary
{o maintain our social fabrie.

Alr. Taylor: 1 think we shall have to take
you down to some of the furming distriets.

Mr. MARSHALL: 1f you do, I will not
1nake a bigger mess of things than the hon.
member did on one or two occasions. It is
gratifying to note the reduction in the deficit
this year. Those who take nn interest in
State affairs will be pleased to know that
the State is now on the flood tide of pro-
sperity. For years past we have had ac-
rumulated defieits, representing a drain on
the taxpayers, but at last the annual deficii
iias been reduced to vanishing point. It is
particularly gratifying to those of us who
went so far as to promise our elzclors that
under the Labour Government there would
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e striet economy of administration and even
reduction of taxation.

Mr, Taylor: You knew from the develop-
went going on lhat it must be so.

My, MARSHALL: The hon. member will
kave an epportunity to explain how it came
about, Bince the finances have been so
greatly improved there has heen a rush of
Opj:osition members to explain to the Gov-
ernment how to square the ledger by varying
the methods of the previous (tovernment. L
regret the erificism that has been directed at
the Group Settlement Royal Commission.
Trrespective of whether their findings were
right or wrong, I feel certain that the Com-
mission arrived at those findings after hav-
ing heard a mass of evidence and given each
phase of the question their best considera-
tion. 1f is not impossible that in the fullness
of time the fndings of the Commission will
be found to have been correet. Almost with-
out exceeption, the pioneers of land settlement
never get the benefit of their labour, that
being left for the next generation. So al-
thongh the group settlements may be over-
capitalised, 1 hope that a way oul of the
dilliculty will be found and that ultimately
the scheme will prove to be a huge success.
There is now altogether too mueh money in-
volved in the scheme for anybody to wish
for group settlement anything but unquali-
fiedd success. From what 1 know of the
scttlers down there L can say they are splen-
did people with stalwart hearts and great
courage. Most of them are raw industrialists
from London, notwithstanding which they
are determined to make a success of their
respective holdings. 1 hope their aspirations
may be fully realised. The only feature of
the group settlement scheme to which I ob-
jecet is the going to the South-West when, for
a moch smaller expenditure, the same num-
Ler of migrants could have been settled in
the North-West, where there would not have
been so long to wait for a return on the in-
vested eapital. Much that has to be built
np and ereate.d in the South-West has been
already provided by bounteous Nature in the
North-West. Had the group settlers heen
lecated up there the Government would have
got much earlier results at much less ex-
j.ense. Again, il the late Government had
had an eye to national safety and home de-
fence the group settlers would have been put,
not in the South-West, but in the North, the
enly point where foreign aggression is to be
expected.  However, our greatest patriots
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overlooked that, and went in for a more ex-
pensive scheme down south where, from the
defence point of view, everything is safe.
Nevertheless I hope that the group settle-
ment in ike South-West wiil prove a huge
suceess and will spell prosperity, not only
to the State, bat also to the stalwart settlers
themselves. [ .igree with all the eloquent
utierances as to the desirability of manning
our manless areas. Probably in order to ae-
complish that the Government will find it
imperative to carry out a policy of migra-
tion, But the migration policy of the late
(Government has bad a damnable reflection
on the welfare of the city and of the State
at large. When a Government inaugurate a
policy of migration that will bring people
into the State for the purpose of settling
the land instead of settling the man, T will
agree with it. Bot it is heart breaking to
walk about the city and everywhere meet
with the reguest, “Can you get me a job®”
The one great cry to-day is, “Can you get
me a job ¥’

Mr. Mann:
about it?

Mr. MARSHALL: I do nort propoese to ao
anything other than enter my protest against
any form of migration that will flood the in-
dustrial centres of the State with unemploy-
ment. So long as a migration poliey is con-
cucted on lines that will allow the industries
to absorb the migranis and give them a liv-
ing wage, 1 will make no ohjection tn it ;
but the policy we have had in the past has
not provided for any such absorption. In-
deed, I am not sure that the late Government
could net be snecessfully eharged with having
brought out migrants under talse pretences.

Mr. Taylor: Do not indict them.

Mr. MARSHALL: No, for I do not want
to bring any further trouble c¢n the head of
the Leader of the Opposition. Still, our
migrants have been brought cut here under
false pretences. Attractive pictures were
bung up atl round London, showing beauti-
fol farms with erysial streamns Aowing gently
through green pastures on which stock were
quietly grazing; and at the tup of the pie-
tures were bags of £ 5. 4. The would-be
migrants thought that all they had to do was
to ecome out here, collect a hag of maoney
and go back Home again. Now ihe responsi-
bility for the misrepresentation that brought
the migrants here is fallinz on thuse who
were not in any way respunsible for it. The
ex-Premier always asserted that his migra-
tion poliry was calculated to irring out onky

What are you going to do
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stch people as were prepared to go on the
land.

Mr. Mann:
over there.

Mr. MARSHALL: 1 agrce that the ex-
Premier attained his object. He meant to
flood this State with unemploved and he
did it.

Mr. North: Was not there moeh more
employment when he started than there s
now?

That was right while he was

Mr. MARSHALL: The  declared
policy of the previous Government was
to  bring imigrants to the State for
the sole purpose of land development.
' went so far as to ack questions

regarding the nationality of certain Gov-
ernment, employees, and 1 found that quite a
big number of hnported people were getting
into the police force, the railway and tram-
way services. To-day at Churchman’s and
Wungong Brook ome could easily imagine
that he was in the heart of Lundon; the great
number of workers there are English peo-
ple.
Mr. Taylor: Are they costers?

Mr. MARSHALL: 1 do not know, bat
unlike the hon. member, thev look sen-
sible! My grievance is that stalwart,
willing migrants and solil  Australian
workers are walking t{he sireets louk-
ing for employment and desirons of getting
it, but it is unobtainable, and 1 cannot sup-
port any form of migration that will aggra-
vile thal lrouble. 1F (he migranls can be ab-
sorbed in the induostries without ereating an
unemployed problem, I am prepared to sup-
port such o poliev. If it i1s confined to land
develo) ment, T can see nothing objectionable
about it, but to bring migrants here under
false pretences to replace goud Australians
is highly reprehensible. W have even to
igsne doles to keep these penple alive, people
who in England were told that if they came
here, fortune would smile nupon them. It is
a crying shame, It is an economic loss to the
State to be payving £22 per head to bring
people here and then to have to feed them.
When we are not feeding them, thev are dis-
placing zood Australians who keing acelima-
tised and more experiencad, ave an economic
loss when they go to the ¥Fastern States. It
is a rotten policy, and T hope the preseat
Government will not stand for it. T do not
think they will.

Mr. Mann:
with you.

The Premier dues not awree
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Mr. MARSHALL: The Fremier knows
bis work, There is no wiser man in this
State and few wiser men in the Common-
wealth than is the present Premier. We
hear a great deal aboul the drift io the city.
I am inclined to favour the idea of coming
to the city, because life there is really worth
living. People who live in the ecity are
treated much better by legislution than are
people outback, and therein lies the reason
for their going to the city. No Government
eould provide theatres at Meekatharra, Wil-
una or Peak Hill, or build universities or pro-
vide other utilities to make those places more
attractive, but mueh could be done to obviate
the pinpricks that people wiic live in the
outback country have to suhmit to. The
further out people go, the heavier they are
taxed. The nearer people live to the metro-
polis, the better off they are. From an in-
dustrial point of view the workers are better
off. They enjoy betier social eonditions,
they have theatres and all sorts of entertain-
ments catering for them. They bave publie
utilities such as libraries and museums main-
tained solely by the Government. Even 1n
regard to income tax, organisud industrialists
have comparatively good wages and good con-
ditions and are better off than are workers
in other parts of the State. A man working
in the mines at Meekatharra has absolutely
no form of relaxation. If he is a married
man, his only pleasure in life is to join his
family in his home.  If he is a single man,
be goes to his hut, picks up a newspaper and
has a read. That is the extent of the recrea-
tion available to him, A worker in the mefro-
polis getting £250 a year ean live for at
least £30 a year less than can a man draw-
ing a similar salary in Meekatharra. Yet
nc deduction is allowed to the man in Meeka-
tharra on the £30, so the man in Perth is
better off to the extent of the difference
in the ecost of living. Higher tales
are paid at a place like Meekatharra, be-
eause the cost of living thsre is higher, but
it does not follow that the man receiving high
wages gels any real benefit frem them. A per-
son on the same rate of pay in Perth pays
only the same amount of tuxation though it
does not cost him within £30 of the
same amount to livee So there is
an inducement for people to come to the
city. Many people who travel to the rail
head at Meekatharra go on to the North-

West. Some time ago an alteration was
made in the railway arrangements at
Mullewa. The Commissioner of Railways
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assured me that in the changing of trains,
consideration would be confined to long dis-
tance travellers, and that they would be pro-
vided with good clean compartments on
the next train through from Geraldton.
People who travel north, partficularly
women with children—and most of the
women have big families—have to get off
the train at Mullewa, secramble across the
platform with a c¢hild under one arm and
baggage under the other, and instead of
getting good, clean compartments, they
often find it difficult to get a seat. These
people have to travel for days after leav-
ing the rail head; yet they receive no con-
sideration from the Raillway Department.
So there again there is little inducement
for people to go outback. I have referred
scores of times to the position of workers
on the stations. The law to prevent hawk-
ing is a measure purely and simply for
the metropolitan area, although it applies
to outback centres. If men go out to assist
in the development of pastoral leases or
take up prospecting, they have to return
to one of the towns at intervals to buy
clothing, hoots and other requisites, and
in order to do this they have to lose nearly
a fortnight’s work. Hawking is not per-
mitted. I agree that hawking should be
restricted to white men, but the business
people in the more remote towns, who are
prepared to carry the goods out to the
workers and thus save them loss of time,
should not be prohibited from hawking in
such districts. This is ancther handicap
imposed upon pecple who go out info the
remote parts of the State, and they want
to know why; so do I. The Governor’s
Speech refers to the pastoral indusiry as
being on the eve of a bountiful season, the
eountry having been blessed with good
rains. 1 agree that the prospects are
bright, but not to the degree indicated by
the Governor’s Speech. Most of the sheep
raising areas in the North-West have
suffered severely from drought, and the
flocks have been greafly depleted, so we
cannot expect next season anything like
the wool eclip usually obtained. 1 am
afraid that lack of assistance and sym-
pathetic administration on the part of the
Government towards people prepared to
engage in sheep or meat growing is doing
much harm. Foreign money is being intro-
duced for the purchase of sheep raising
properties in the North-West, but that is
not altogether agreeable to me. Some
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people might feel gratified that thousands
of pounds of Eastern States or foreign
capital is being invested in pastoral pro-
perlies here, but in years to come the State
will snffer becanse the. purchasers are not
local people. They are foreign to the
State and will take the money out of the
State. In my electorate there were four
settlers all doing fairly well until the
drought came, and now the four properties
are in the hands of the South Australian
Company, a big pastoral company that has
not a shareholder in this State. That is a
loss to the State.

Mr. Mann: They are spending a lof of
money to develop it.

Mr. MARSHALL : It does not matter
what money they spend. Whatever profit
they make will go out of the State.

Mr. Mann: It is a good thing to get
money into the country.

Mr. MARSHALL: But it is not a good
thing to replace our own small producers
by big companies. We want small hold-
ings, and a greater number of them, We
do not want monopolies by one or two
pastoral companies able to hold up praecti-
cally the whole of the North-West.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Are they buying up
the small holdings?

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. The De Grey
River property is owned by the De Grey
Pastoral Co. There may be a few share-
holders in this State, but the majority of
the shareholders are London Jews, The
company employs only a few white men,
hut the whole of the profits go to England.
This is an economic loss to the State. It
would be better that five or six families
should be living on that holding and keep-
ing the money within the State.

Mr. Mann: It would not be much use if
the property was not developed.

Mr. MARSHALL: How are we to de-
velop the country hy saerificing it to
monopolies or trusts? These people take
up land in order to get money out of it.
It would be much better for the State if
all these holdings were smaller. OFf course,
the hon. member eannot agree with that.

Mr. Mann: No.

Mr. MARSHALL: He does not repre-

sent that part of the country. In other
States assistance is rendered to such
people. The Government should introduce

legislation for State banking with a view
to rendering assistance to them. Why
should not Government assistance be

rendered to people who wish to grow wool,
mutton or beef in much the same fashion
as it is given to those who wish to grow
wheat? I cannot unnderstand the Govern.
ment singling out a speecific industry for
special consideration. I know it is of
advantage to the State that help should be
given to wheat farmers, but why should
it be confined to them and to fruitgrowers?

Mr. J. H. Smith: The fruitgrowers do
not receive much.

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not say they are
overburdened with assistanee. Seeing that
the Government give help in that direction,
they should not refuse to give similar help
to another solid industry. Because of the
drought many of our small holders have
had a setback, and are ready to sell to the
highest bidder. Thus, instead of our get-
ting small holdings they are becoming
larger. I do not like them. They do not
spell success, and are detrimental to the
interests of the Staie. Tt is a retrogressive
step. In South Australia the Government
make advances to hbolders of pastoral
leases to enable them to secure wire netting
and other essential commodities in order
that they may embark upon the industry.
The repayment is spread over the period
of the lease. If the lease is for ten years,
the payment is at the rate of £1 a year on
each £10 advanced. If people are prepared
to go outback, the further back they go
the less consideration they gef. At all
events, they are not eneouraged by sym-
pathetic administration. Those who have
not aequired land in a good geographical
position near the markets and the raillways
have to compete with those who are more
favourably situated, and pay & much higher
freight on everything they get and produee.
When people are paying three times as much
as others, and are working 800 miles or
1,000 miles from Perth, producing wool,
mutton or beef, they are at a great disad-
vantage. A man who gets in early and
secnres land that is well sitnated is allowed
to compete with those who are far removed
from the centres of population. T eon-
sider that those more favoured people
should be called npon to pay more than
they do, and that the unfortunate people
shonld bhe permitted to pay less, for in-
stance, on the freight of their livestock. I
do not know whether the Government would
enfertain a redunction on the freight rates,
but T do know that long train journeys de-
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preciate the value of stock, especially when
they are travelling two days and nights in
the train. Thev arrive at the markets in a
more or less damaged condition, and have to
compete with stock that may not have had
to travel by rail at all. It is a complex
problem and will require a good deal of
adjusting. The Government should try fo
encourage peoj le to go outback and to stay
there.

Mr, J. H. Smith: They do get special
coneessions. ) ’

Mr. MARSHALL: Only when they get a
full train load. The small grower with only
one or two bogies of stock gets no conces-
sion, '

Mr. Davy: Do vou mean the man with
100,000 acres?

Mr. MARSHAILL: 1 do net think he can
be even called a grower. A small man in our
country is one who owns about 300,000 acres
or less. Most of them have more than that.
In some parts of the State a 10,000 acre
holding is a large one, hut not in my dis-
trict. In America one special faeility is
afforded for travelling stoek. Every 50 or
100 miles, T understand, the stoek is run
under a water shower. The water pours
down upon the beasts and kee;s them and
the trocks cool until they rench the next
shower. I understand that this procedure
saves {he stock, and prevents the quality
from depreciating in a manner that must be
seen to he understood. Tt would he a diffi-
cult problem to institute that kind of thing
on onr railways becanse of the water short-
age. T would not eomplain g0 munch if T
thought the passage of stock from the Mur-
chison ¢ould be expedited. It is cruel and
callous to keen stock so long in the train
between the railhead and the saleyards. The
delays are exeessive. I understand thev are
due to one or two grades on the Meekatharra
side of Mullewa or Yalgoo, and that, if
these were adjusted, the trains could get
through more casily. Tt is on this account
that there are delays in the transit of live-
stock. Tt is a dreadful thing to see the beasts
packed like sardines in trucks for as long
as 55 hours without a break. It cannot be
avoided in the circumstances, unless more
expen=e is ineurred by the Railway Depart-
ment. T suggest that the Government, in-
stead of giving further concessions to the
farming community, should put on another
engine to the stock trzins from the Mur-
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chison, and give a concession fo the people
whose cause 1 am espousing in the form of
quieker transit for their stock.

Mr, J. H. Swmith: The Minister has that
in his own hands.

Mr. MARSHALL: I know that. It is
pleasing to be able to say that from the
gold mining point of view my district was
never more promising. Wiluna is the hope
of the gold mining industry. Mt Vernon,
§0 miles east of Wiluna, is also a very rrom-
ising distriet. That bel¢ has been opened up
for 4% miles, and recent crushings are of
fair value, and some are very high. The
district around Cole’s Find, 11 miles from
Wiluna, is also promising. The prospeet
of the (&istrict from the mining point of
view, and Peak Hill from the point of view
of the development of the manganese de-
posits there, and the possibilities of Meeka-
tharra genera'ly were never better. The
pastoral season has been good. Unfortun-
ately the drought depleted the ranks of
stock and settlers have somewhat suffered,
but the season is now goed again. I have
one parochial grievance and that refers to
the mines at Meckatharra. By deputation
the loeal reople requested the Government
to favourably consider a proposal for a
reduction in the price of water. After three
months’ negotiation hetween the Mines De-
partment and the Public Works Depart-
ment I received the following letter—

On the 11th May you introduced a deputation
to Mr. Cunningham with reference to the price
the department was charging the Ingliston Con.
aols Gold Mining Co. for water. I am now directed
by Mr, Cunningham to inform you that he regrets
being unable to agree to a reduction in the prices
charged. The reduction in the price of water
supplied from the goldfields water acheme was made
in order to decrease the working expenses, and so
prolong the wotking life of the mines, but although
the price was reduced to the industry, the Mines
Department from its vote, development of mining,
paid to the Water Supply Department the dif-
ference between the price the department received
from the companies and the original price. The
Mines Department declined to grant a subsidy in
order to reduce the cost of water in the case of the
Ingliston Consols Coe. In any case, a reduction
in the cost of water would make practically no
difference in the cost of working this mine, seeing
that the amount involved would only be about
£100 per annum.

From time to time when approaching Minis-
ters for certain concessions to do with min-
ing, the argnment has always been used, “1
cannot do that, becausc 1 may establish a
precedent that will recoil on us.” 1 admit
that inno-ations on matiers of poliey do
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leave a precedent for others to follow. The
Ingliston Consols gold mine at Meekatharra
is struggling. It does show a profit and
always has done, but oniy as a resuii of
seratching snd seraping by those who are
managing it. Every shareholder of the com-
pany is a lecal man, and most of them are
the pioneer prospectors of the mine.
They have their families there, and all their
interests are centred there. That particular
syndieate, however, could not get the con-
cession in question. Kalgoorlie mines could
get the concession, and did get it. From
a recent “West Australian” I learnt that one
parficular mine, the sharebolders of whieh
are foreign to this couniry, and which has
secured the eoncession, has taken profits
made in this State and expended them in
Brazil and Alaska. Tf local syndicates and
companies cannot get the concession, that is
the end of it, and I do not ecompiain. How-
ever, 1 always understood that the concession
was given to the mines on the Golden Mile
for the reason that the water scheme had
paid for itself and that no further liability
nttached to the taxpayers of this country.
Until T read the case prepared by Me. Kee-
nan, K.C., for submission to the Federal Dis-
abilities Royal Commission, I thought that
was the fact. However, from Mr. Keenan’s
statement I learn that the scheme is & burden
on Western Australian taxpayers. Mr.
Keenan states—

Before the fall dealt with above took place, the
returna from the scheme were sufficient to pay
inferest on the capital moneye involved and all
working costs, although they never reached a sum
which would allow of approprietion of profite
to provide n sinking fund. The figures given above,
therefore, represent the actusl loss which the
State had to provide for out of general Con.
aolidated Revenue,

Still, it would not be right for me to attack
the Government for having refused that con-
cession to the Consols Mine. AN T have
said. T have said with good feeling, Never-
theless, the mine in quesiion is one of the
best worked mines in the State, pays the
highest rate of wages, and is most consider-
ate to its employees. On those grounds I
thought the mine might be entitled to the
same concession as that granted to a foreign
company which takes its profits out of the
State. 1 congratulate the Government on
their appointment of Mr, Kingsley Thomas
to inquire into the mining industry. Al-
though I do not agree with evervthing stafed
by that gentleman, T regard his report as
the most valuable docament placed before
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this State by any Roynl Commission during
the four years I have been a member of this
Chamber. 1 may add that Mr. Keenan's
statement is likewise of the utmost value.
However, the report of Mr. Kingsley Thomas
appeals to me most of all. It is a report
that has heen long overdue, and I appreciate
it especially on account of the solid matter
it contains. 1f all Royal Commissions pro-
duced the same good results, they would not
be so much ridiculed as some of them have
been during the last evening or two by hon.
members opposite. I thank the Government
for the very favourable consideration they
have given to proposals I have put forward
on behalf of my eleetors. I cannot say that
I got within measurable distanee of all I
wanted, but from the debate in this Chamber
I have gathered that all members have suof-
fered in & like manner. So long as I do
not receive worse treatment than other mem-
bers, I shall not complain. I conzratulate
the Government upon the achievements of,
their first year of office, and hope that their
saceessful administration will eontinne for
the best interests of the State.

On motion by Mr. Davy, debate adjourned.

RESOLUTION—MINING INDUSTRY,
GOLD BONTUS.

Council’s Message,

Message received from the Council request-
ing the concurrence of the Assembly in the
following resolution:—“That &s compensa-
tion for the disabilities suffered by gold min-
ing through Federal action, this Chamber
is of opinion that the Commonwealth should
assist the industry by the payment of a gold
bonus.”

On wotion by Mr. Lambert, consideration
of the Council’s message made an Order of
the Day for the next sitting of the House.

House adjourned at 10.6 p.m.




